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Celebrate National Forest Week with the Friends of the Saskatoon 

Afforestation Areas and SOS Trees!  

September 20th “The urban forest and climate change” 

Linda Moskalyk, President of SOS Trees Coalition, says, “Climate mitigation is one of the most important 

benefits that our trees provide.” This engaging session will bring together citizens from all walks of life 

who have a commitment to working on climate action. During National Forest Week, take time to reflect 

on nature based solutions to climate change. SOS Trees Inc. is partnering with the Friends of the 

Saskatoon Afforestation Areas Inc in regards to climate action. 

 



 
“We forget that we owe our existence to the presence of Trees. As far as forest cover goes, we have 

never been in such a vulnerable position as we are today. The only answer is to plant more Trees – to 

Plant Trees for Our Lives," says Richard St. Barbe Baker 

This program for National Forest Week is brought to you by the Friends of the Saskatoon Afforestation 

Areas an environmental non-profit charity that was created to preserve and restore the 326-acre 

Richard St. Barbe Baker Afforestation Area and the 148-acre George Genereux Urban Regional Park. Our 

work reinforces the 1972 City Council decision designating these afforestation areas on the western 

fringe of Saskatoon to “be preserved in perpetuity.” They are important habitat for wildlife as well as 

semi-wild public spaces for recreation and nature immersion. The larger of these two areas is named 

after Richard St. Barbe Baker (1889-1982), who has been called the “first global conservationist” and in 

recognition of this he was made the first Honorary Life Member of the World Wildlife Fund in 1969. A 

British forester who also homesteaded and studied in Saskatoon, he dedicated his entire life unfailingly 

to the preservation and planting of trees and forests. 

This is one session in a week long series of events celebrating National Forest Week with a theme – “Our 

Forests – Continually Giving” 

♦ Sat. Sept 18 7:00 Ryan Brook Saskatoon’s Wildlife—the real night 
life in Saskatoon! Saskatoon’s trail cams reveal who’s who. 

♦ Sun Sept 19 2:00 Nature Snapshot in Time 

♦ Sun Sep. 19 2:00 Forestry Farm Walking Tour 

♦ Sun. Sept. 19 7:00 Canada Wide CLS environmental education 
program explores historical time lines 

♦ Mon Sept 20 2:00 Flag raising Ceremony at City Hall – National 
Forest Week 

♦ Mon Sept 20 7:00 The Urban Forest and Climate Change 

♦ SOS trees has a self-guided tree tour which explores the amazing 
and wondrous trees that grow in our fair city. 

♦ Tues Sept 21 7:00 Dr. Colin Laroque Shelterbelts SB- Decision 
Support System and Agroforestry 

♦ Wed. Sept 22 Maple Leaf Day 7:00 National Healing Forests Truth 
and Reconciliation 

♦ Wed. Sept 22, Tree planting at Diefenbaker Park with Tree Canada 
& SOS Trees Coalition.   

♦ Thurs Sept 23 7:00 Urban forests and greenspaces enhance 
Saskatoon’s quality of life. 

♦ Fri Sep 24 at 7:00 pm When and Where did you see What?  

♦ Sat Sept 25 7:00 PaRx in Saskatchewan, PaRx, Canada’s First 
National Prescription Program has officially arrived in 
Saskatchewan! 

♦ Sunday Sep 26 at 2:00 Forest connections and guided walk 

♦ Sunday Sep 26, 2021 at 7:00 pm Our Forests. Are They Alive? 
  

 



 

Heritage Film Release 

Inspiring Environmental Action: Ordinary people doing the Extraordinary 

The largest afforestation area in Saskatoon was named after Richard St. Barbe Baker OBE, Hon. LL.D. 

F.I.A.L., For. Dip. Cantab., ACF (9 October 1889 – 9 June 1982). Baker was a silviculturist, conservationist, 

environmental activist and prolific author, who contributed greatly to worldwide forest protection, 

reforestation and desert reclamation efforts. Richard St. Barbe Baker was one of the first climate change 

activists in that he addressed the issues surrounding climate change before this reality was named and 

his life demonstrates how an individual can take extraordinary action for environmental education and 

protection. Baker was ahead of his time in many ways and he is an inspirational role model for our time. 

The organization he started in 1922, now known as the International Tree Foundation, and other 

successful international organizations and activities started by individuals inspired by him (Eg: Plant-for-

the-Planet and The Forest Trust) demonstrate this potential for inspired action. November 6, 2021 is the 

5oth anniversary of Baker being awarded an honorary Doctorate of Laws from the University of 

Saskatchewan (U of S). Baker has other connections to Saskatoon; he was one of the first 100 students 

at the U of S, initiated former Prime Minister John Diefenbaker there, planted a tree at the U of S on 

World Environment Day, 1982, died here 4 days later and is buried in Saskatoon’s Woodlawn Cemetery. 

Information coming soon - November 6, 2021 - stay tuned. 

 

Calendar 
 
Two of our Board have attended Climate Reality training and are actively involved in climate issues.  To 

learn more or to register for the next training session October 16 - 24 go to Climate Reality Training and 

get involved. 



 

For the most comprehensive listing of environmental events in the province check out. EcoFriendly Sask 

 
 

 

Sustainability Speakers Series Webinar Dates for Fall 2021 
 

The Sustainability Speakers Series is a monthly event hosted by the Saskatoon Public Library in 

partnership with the Saskatchewan Environmental Society (SES) . These environmentally themed 

presentations are free for all to attend. During the fall of 2021, these will be online events that start at 

7:00 p.m. and end by 8:30 p.m. on Tuesday evenings. 
 

� September 21 – Electricity in Saskatchewan: Current status, future prospects 

� October 19  - Uranium: Premises, Promiser & Predicaments 

� November 16 – The future of Climate action in Saskatchewan following the Supreme Court of 

Canada’s Carbon Pricing Decision 

 

Zoom links to the live webinars are in the Library’s Program Calendar at: 

https://saskatoonlibrary.evanced.info/signup/Calendar and the SES website 

https://environmentalsociety.ca. 

  

 

Join SOS Trees Coalition Today 

SOS Trees Coalition is on the move and we have increased our efforts by working with the City of 

Saskatoon to protect our trees.  Arbor Week was our largest public education event in recent history.  

We are already advocating for a major public tree planting initiative in 2022 and every member and 

donor is crucial as we build our coalition.  Please take a moment and sign up for your Membership 

today.  Thank you! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who 

have an interest in trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information we can all be more consistently 

informed and therefore become better advocates for our

make life so much more enjoyable.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter or to share your 

comments with us regarding our publication please email us at 

Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition su

stewardship of Saskatoon's urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to: 

can mail directly to:   

1618 9th Avenue North, Saskatoon, SK S7K3A

 

--  

 

SOS Trees Coalition 

https://www.sostrees.ca/index.html

https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCo

 

SOS Trees Coalition is a Canadian not for profit. Thanks to the financial support of 

our members and donors we are able to contin

 

For additional information on how you can help go to:

                          

            

 

                          

    

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who 

have an interest in trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information we can all be more consistently 

informed and therefore become better advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that 

make life so much more enjoyable.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter or to share your 

comments with us regarding our publication please email us at SOS Trees.  You can also follow us on 

https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition. 

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of 

stewardship of Saskatoon's urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to: membership

1618 9th Avenue North, Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1.  SOS Trees Coalition is a registered charity.

https://www.sostrees.ca/index.html 

https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition 

SOS Trees Coalition is a Canadian not for profit. Thanks to the financial support of 

we are able to continue to advocate for the trees in Saskatchewan.

For additional information on how you can help go to: https://www.sostrees.ca
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