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Tree Protection Bylaw Approved by City Council 
 

After years of advocating for a Tree Protection Bylaw SOS Trees is pleased to announce that the Tree Protection 

Bylaw was approved by City Council. 

   

The Bylaw increases protection for our City’s public trees, this will not impact privately owned trees.  The Bylaw 

is accompanied with upgraded guidelines when working around trees including and improved clarity of 

protection methods for compaction which includes setting the critical root zone area and posting signage.  

Permits will be required for any major work around public trees. SOS Trees worked with the City and developers 

to construct guidelines that will enable the City to continue to increase density while still protecting our urban 

canopy. 

 

The Tree Protection Bylaw passed with 8 in favour and 3 opposed.  

In Favour: (8): Mayor C. Clark, Councillor Block, Councillor Dubois, Councillor Gersher, Councillor Gough, 

Councillor Hill, Councillor Kirton, and Councillor Loewen  

Against: (3): Councillor Davies, Councillor Donauer, and Councillor Jeffries  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to: 

Caroline Dinter for speaking to Council on behalf of Linda 

Moskalyk, SOS Trees Coalition. And thank you to everyone 

who Submitted Comments: Marnie Deighton, Deb Firus, Heart 

to Hands, Tom Gode, Claire Card, Helen Ambler, Verna & 

Peter Gallen, Mary Carroll Chubb, John Penner, Ethan Klein, 

Chad Hammond, Wild About Saskatoon, Kelvin Kelly, Tree 

Canada, Sonja Vrinten, Joanna Blythe, Murray Opdahl(CA

SK), Richard Kerbes, Julia Adamson( Friends of the Saskatoon 

Afforestation Areas Inc.)  

 

We heard from a number of councillors expressing they learned so much at the councillor coffees meetings.

Thank you to everyone who joined in and shared their tho

 

 
SOS Trees Volunteer opportunities
 
Gardenscape 2024 volunteers, March 22

material and discuss trees with attendees.

discussing trees of Saskatoon.  You do not need to be a tree expert as we have resource people who can help 

with specific questions.  If you can help
 

March 21, help with set up, deliver signs, banners, printed material etc

March 22, 11:00 am-9:00 pm   

March 23, 9:00 am-7:00 pm 

March 24 10:00 am-5:00 pm 

March 24 5:00 pm, assist with dismantling the booth and returning the materials to storage

If you can help, email trees@sostrees.c
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SOS Trees Volunteer opportunities 

2024 volunteers, March 22-24.  SOS Trees will again be at Gardenscape to provide educational 

material and discuss trees with attendees.  Volunteers work a two hour shift, basically answering questions and 

You do not need to be a tree expert as we have resource people who can help 

If you can help, volunteers are needed to: 

p, deliver signs, banners, printed material etc. 

March 24 5:00 pm, assist with dismantling the booth and returning the materials to storage

trees@sostrees.ca  or call Rae and Doug at 306-244-3082. 
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Volunteer Tree Stewards Needed 
 

SOS Trees Coalition has completed two tree plantings and are in the midst of planning Arbor Week 2024 

planting.  One thing that has become painfully obvious is that watering trees can easily surpass the cost of 

planting trees.  In Saskatoon the general rule is to water and weed for 3 three years.  SOS Trees is going to 

attempt to address this challenge through the development of a volunteer tree stewardship group.  Tree 

Stewards will help with watering, create alternative watering techniques, weeding, etc.  This could be once a 

week or once a month but we will need help.  If you are interested in helping by spending 2 hours with watering 

and/or weeding or if you just want more information then please email trees@sostrees.ca so we can get an idea 

if this is a possibility.  We look forward to expanding planting in Saskatoon with your help. 

 

Upcoming Events you may be interested in 
 

The Saskatchewan Environmental Society Sustainability Speakers Series is hosted in partnership with the 

Saskatoon Public Library. These free events are held in the Meeting Room in the basement of Frances Morrison 

Central Library (311 23rd Street E). The events start at 7:00 p.m. and end at about 8:30 p.m. These are in-

person events. Recordings of some of the presentations are posted on the Library’s YouTube channel several 

days after the event. For more information about specific events:  

https://environmentalsociety.ca/events/sustainable-speakers-series/ 

 

February 27
th

 Forests: The Understory is the Story 
Doug Racine, a resident of northern Saskatchewan, challenges the forest industry perspectives on clear 

cutting in the boreal forest. 

  

March 26
th

     Energy Crisis from the 1970s to Today 

Justin Fisher from the University of Saskatchewan History Department will explore the 1970s energy 

crisis in Saskatchewan, how it relates to our current crisis, and some lessons we might consider. 

  

April 16
th

        Putting Saskatchewan on a Path to Sustainability 

Peter Prebble will provide a scientific update on the climate change emergency. He will then present a 

set of proposals intended to cut Saskatchewan’s greenhouse gas emissions 40% by 2030. Peter will pay 

special attention to the transformation needed in Saskatchewan’s electricity generation sector. 

 

May 14
th

         Retrofitting a 4-Suite Apartment 

Harold Orr, P. Eng. (retired), C.M. will speak on a retrofit he performed on an apartment in Regina.  

Learn how to make the most cost-effective changes to any residential building to conserve energy and 

increase comfort. 
  

Recordings of previous presentations in the series are available 

at: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRUK7BHZUVfrHCxuJyBeO0IgjjeqBwseY 

 
  

Drought in Western Canada/Saskatoon 
As we prepare for our Arbor Week Neighbourhood Tree Planting, it has become painfully obvious that watering 

to get trees established is one if not the most expensive parts of tree plantings.  Since we are in a semi arid 

climate in the best of years in Saskatoon in order to establish a tree we need to water weekly the first year and 

biweekly in years 2 & 3.  EcoFriendly West has a great edition on the current state of drought in western Canada 

online at https://ecofriendlywest.ca/drought-in-western-canada/ - check it out.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We Need You. Get involved! Stand up for our trees and join SOS Trees Coalition 

Today 
 

SOS Trees Coalition is on the move and we have increased our efforts working with the City of Saskatoon to 

protect our trees.  In addition to Arbor Week, our largest public education event, we are advocating for the City 

tree protection bylaw, increased City tree planting and monitoring Saskatoon’s Urban Forestry Management 

Plan.  Every member and donor is crucial as we build our coalition.  Please take a moment today and sign up for 

your Membership and/or donation today.  Thank you! 
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Create Your Tree Legacy  
 
A planned gift may be one of the most impactful ways that you can 

support the trees in Saskatoon. A planned gift, life insurance, annuity, etc. 

to SOS Trees Coalition will make a difference.  A great example is the gift 

left by Joan Browne.  The Joan Browne fund has been a supporter of Arbor 

Week tree planting activities and other educational programs.  We are 

very thankful for the forethought that Joan Browne had and her vision of 

Saskatoon with a healthy urban forest.   

 

For more information on how you can include SOS Trees Coalition in your 

estate planning email us at trees@sostrees.ca. 

 

 

 

Memberships can also be purchased by printing out 

and sending our membership form  PDF format. 

Payment can be mailed or sent to us via e-transfer. 

 



 

 

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an interest in 

trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better 

advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable.  If you do not want to 

receive this newsletter or to share your comments with us regarding our

You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition 

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of Saskatoon's 

urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to: 

Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1.  SOS Trees Coalition is a Canadian not for profit

our members and donors we are able to continue 

how you can help go to: https://www.sostrees.ca
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