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Report: EIm Wood Disposal

On April 2, 2024, at the Standing Policy
Committee on Environment, Utilities and
Corporate Services SOS Trees Coalition
spoke and submitted a letter in support of a
report providing an update on the proper
elm wood disposal initiative and next
steps. SOS Trees made additional
suggestions including:

1. convene a stakeholder group to further discuss the elm disposal process including commercial
tree services and citizen groups.

2. investigate options to advance best practices and regulatory updating with respect to
composting chipped elm

The disposal fee for elm wood at the Saskatoon Regional Waste Management Centre (landfill) was waived for
the month of October 2023 in response to the rising risk of Dutch elm disease (DED). This initiative was
combined with an education campaign to help bring attention to DED and the importance of proper disposal of
elm wood. The report summarizes the outcomes of these two initiatives, provides the plan to address proper
disposal of elm wood in 2024, and identifies longer-term actions that will be brought forward in coordination
with the City of Saskatoon’s (City) Solid Waste Reduction and Diversion Plan.

The proposed plan for 2024 would see free elm disposal for residents (no entry fee or tipping fee) from April 25,
2024, to December 31, 2024, with a cap of 1000 kg per visit. The estimated cost of the recommended approach
is $35,000-$100,000 in 2024. The report also identifies longer-term actions that will be brought forward in
coordination with the City of Saskatoon’s (City) Solid Waste Reduction and Diversion Plan.

DED poses a significant risk to Saskatoon’s urban forest, which is approximately one quarter elm trees. It is
spread by several species of elm bark beetle that are attracted to decaying and freshly cut elm. Prohibiting

pruning at times when the beetle is active, as well as restricting the storage, transportation and use of elm wood
are the primary methods to reduce the spread of DED.



The Standing Policy Committee on Environment, Utilities and Corporate Services, considered the above-noted
matter and resolved:

1.

That the Administration investigate options to advance best practices and regulatory updating
with respect to composting chipped elm in advance of the establishment of a long-term organics
processing solution; and

That the SPC on Environment, Utilities and Corporate Services recommend to City Council that
the 2024 elm wood disposal plan be approved as outlined in the report of the Environment and
Utilities Division dated April 2, 2024.

That as part of the 2024 DED Strategy Administration convene a stakeholder group to further
discuss the elm disposal process, ensure clear and consistent understanding of current
processes, and further discuss any additional initiatives to help support effective disposal of elm
material. This group would include tree care companies and organizations who have a stake in
the urban forest.

The corresponding information can be found with the item here.
The above-noted matter will be considered at the City Council Regular Business meeting to commence at 9:30
a.m. in the Council Chamber at City Hall (with virtual attendance option) on Wednesday, April 24, 2024.

Thank you to Robin Adair of Arbour Crest Tree Services and Laelia Shiell of Porcupine Tree Care for their
letters to the committee regarding this matter.

A big Thank You to our
14 Gardenscape
volunteers.



Volunteer Tree Stewards Needed

SOS Trees Coalition has completed two tree plantings and are in the midst
of planning Arbor Week 2024 planting event. One thing that has become
painfully obvious is that watering trees can easily surpass the cost of
planting trees. In Saskatoon the general rule is to water and weed for
three years. SOS Trees is going to attempt to address this challenge
through the development of a volunteer tree stewardship group. Tree
Stewards will help with watering, create alternative watering techniques,
weeding, etc. This could be once a week or once a month but we will
need help. If you are interested in helping by spending 2 hours with
watering and/or weeding or if you just want more information please
email trees@sostrees.ca so we can get an idea if this is a possibility. We
look forward to expanding planting in Saskatoon with your help.

Volunteers to assist with Arbor Week Tree Talk

Volunteers are needed to assist Thursday May 30th, Friday May 31st and Saturday June 1st. Near the downtown
Meewasin Trail, Winnipeg writer Ariel Gordon will sit beneath a tree for three days, writing poems to the tree,
which will be hung from the tree using recycled paper and string. People participating in Arbor Week will be
invited to ‘TreeTalk’ too — their poems / one-liners / meditations / secrets will also be hung from the tree. The
goal of this project is to help people to connect to the urban forest, and to the trees that surround them, one
tree at a time. We will need a volunteer or two in 2.5-3 hour shifts to assist the writer. For more information
please email trees@sostrees.ca.
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Volunteers to assist with community tree planting

Volunteers are needed with our Arbor Week Community Planting event.

We will be working with 5th graders from St. Francis Cree School to plant
a mini forest of native species of trees and shrubs in what we call wasted
space bordering the freeway sound wall.

Mark your calendar, Friday May 24th, more details to follow.

Volunteers to assist with tree potting

Volunteers are needed Saturday May 25th at 10 am. Do you like playing with soil? Do you want to learn more
about plants that are native to Saskatchewan? Do you want to learn how to make peat-free potting mixes using
leaves? One School One Farm Shelterbelt Project has trees to pot up for future shelterbelt projects and we could
use your help! Meet us near the community garden, in the South end of Ashworth Holmes Park (Caswell Hill).
Open to everyone. Children should be accompanied by an adult.

Information You Can Use
Tired of seeing our children experiencing barren school yards?

Check out the resources of the National Schoolyard Forest System
in the US. A great example is Storm water school yards . It is time

to talk to your school board and tell them no more lollipop trees,
plant some forest for our children to connect with nature.

Cities are good at planting trees, not so good at keeping them

Trees near highways cut air pollution from traffic

How to Revive a Burned Forest? Rebuild the Tree Supply Chain

Alarming news from the Moe government has, in effect, turned over planning of harvest to the multi-national
companies that own the sawmills and pulp mills in the boreal forest, and they have a stated objective to double
the rate of clear-cutting for lumber and pulp over the next 30 years. Their planning maps show the details of a
shocking, continuous expansion of the clear-cuts.

We encourage you to check out the web blog of the Protect Our Forest group, and join the group if you
like: https://protectourforest.home.blog/

“We are a network of people who care about Saskatchewan’s boreal forest and believe we must speak up to
protect it. We want to raise awareness about what is happening, and involve people from the north, south and
across Canada in efforts to stop the clearcutting. Contact us at info@protectourforest.ca ”




From our friends at EcoFriendly West

By planting a tree in your yard, you contribute to the urban forest. Think about location, species of tree, and
planting the tree so it will have the best start possible. [ ]

In praise of trees in words and photographs: “Between heaven and earth, between mankind and the stars, lies
the kingdom of trees” [ ]

Urban Trees

If only cars and buildings were more like trees, “flawlessly serving their useful function while contributing to the
greater good ... While much time and effort are dedicated to the technology that will allow humans to live in
harmony with the planet, a large part of that solution simply involves more trees.” [ ]

Housing and urban trees don’t need to compete. Flexible zoning requirements and prioritizing trees over parking
can make a big difference. [ ]

Planting a fast-growing tiny forest is a great way to connect with nature and beneficial for areas with very few
trees, but the long-term impact and longevity of the trees is not yet known. [ ]

The Role of Trees and Forests in Healthy Watersheds

¢ https://extension.psu.edu/the-role-of-trees-and-forests-in-healthy-watersheds

¢ Check green school yards for webinar: https://www.greenschoolyards.org/schoolyard-forest-design-
lecture-series

¢ The Prairies are headiing into another drought. Here's why we're more vulnerable this time.

Upcoming Events you may be interested in

The Saskatchewan Environmental Society Sustainability Speakers Seriesis hosted in partnership with the
Saskatoon Public Library. These free events are held in the Meeting Room in the basement of Frances Morrison
Central Library (311 23rd Street E). The events start at 7:00 p.m. and end at about 8:30 p.m. These are in-
person events. Recordings of some of the presentations are posted on the Library’s YouTube channel several
days after the event. For more information about specific events:
https://environmentalsociety.ca/events/sustainable-speakers-series/

April 16" Putting Saskatchewan on a Path to Sustainability

Peter Prebble will provide a scientific update on the climate change emergency. He will then present a
set of proposals intended to cut Saskatchewan’s greenhouse gas emissions 40% by 2030. Peter will pay
special attention to the transformation needed in Saskatchewan’s electricity generation sector.

May 14" Retrofitting a 4-Suite Apartment

Harold Orr, P. Eng. (retired), C.M. will speak on a retrofit he performed on an apartment in Regina.
Learn how to make the most cost-effective changes to any residential building to conserve energy and
increase comfort.

Recordings of previous presentations in the series are available
at: www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRUK7BHZUV{frHCxulyBeOO0lgjjeqBwseY




We Need You. Get involved! Stand up for our trees and join SOS Trees Coalition
Today

SOS Trees Coalition is on the move and we have increased our efforts working with the City of Saskatoon to
protect our trees. In addition to Arbor Week, our largest public education event, we are advocating for the City
tree protection bylaw, increased City tree planting and monitoring Saskatoon’s Urban Forestry Management
Plan. Every member and donor is crucial as we build our coalition. Please take a moment today and sign up for
your Membership and/or donation today. Thank you!

DONATE NOW Memberships can also be purchased by printing out
and sending our membership form PDF format.

powered by . s
Payment can be mailed or sent to us via e-transfer.

canadahelps.org
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Create Your Tree Legacy

A planned gift may be one of the most impactful ways that you can
support the trees in Saskatoon. A planned gift, life insurance, annuity, etc.
to SOS Trees Coalition will make a difference. A great example is the gift
left by Joan Browne. The Joan Browne fund has been a supporter of Arbor
Week tree planting activities and other educational programs. We are
very thankful for the forethought that Joan Browne had and her vision of
Saskatoon with a healthy urban forest.

For more information on how you can include SOS Trees Coalition in your
estate planning email us at trees@sostrees.ca.
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SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an interest in
trees in Saskatoon. Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better
advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable. If you do not want to
receive this newsletter or to share your comments with us regarding our publication please email us at trees@sostrees.ca
You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition.

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of Saskatoon's
urban forest. To become a member or supporter go to: membership or you can mail directly to: 1618 9th Avenue North,
Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1. SOS Trees Coalition is a Canadian not for profit registered charity. Thanks to the financial support of
our members and donors we are able to continue to advocate for the trees in Saskatchewan. For additional information on
how you can help go to: https://www.sostrees.ca




