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SOS Trees Yard Sale 
 
Cleaning out the kitchen, closet or basement?  You can help support Saskatoon’s urban forest by donating your 
quality, clean, gently used items to the SOS Trees Yard Sale.  The sale will take place Saturday June 22nd starting 
at 9:00 a.m. You can drop off your donated items Friday 9:00 a.m. -7:00 p.m. or Saturday between 7-9:00 a.m. 
the day of the sale.  If you can volunteer to assist with the sale, email: trees@sostrees.ca 
 
Where: 1020 5th Street East 
When:  Saturday June 22nd, 9-3:00 
Why: To support Saskatoon’s trees 
  

Successful Community Tree Plantings 
 
This spring SOS Trees was involved with three successful tree plantings of 300 trees in total.  The Arbor Week 
planting, a naturalized tree and shrub forest at 2506 McPherson Avenue, was sponsored by Zak’s Home 
Hardware and Canada’s Natural Infrastructure Fund. This planting was accomplished with the hard work of 
community members, 5th grade students from the St. Francis Cree Bilingual School and 11th grade students 
from the Outside School at Walter Murray high School.  SOS Trees volunteers also assisted a community planting 
sponsored by Zak’s Home Hardware at the Osler community park, as well as a planting at 2500 block of 14th 
Street East, organized by Josh Marko and Grosvenor community members with support from Canada’s Natural 
Infrastructure Fund through the City of Saskatoon. 
 

SOS Trees is proud to partner with community groups and sponsors to expand the urban forest through tree 
planting. 
 
Arbor Week 2024 
 

Arbor Week 2024 successfully wrapped up a week of educational 
programs ranging from tree tours in Patterson Gardens, Meewasin 
and Thornton Parks and Dutch Growers. The USask Gardening 
Webinar with Dr. Murray Opdahl of CAPE Sask. explored the 
importance of trees and green space on our health.   Multiple 
events with the Friends of the Saskatoon Afforestation Areas 
explored our wild spaces.  “Tree Talk'' with Winnipeg writer Ariel 
Gordon took place at the Outter Limits store as well as under an Elm 
Tree near the Remai Modern. Passersby contributed to her next 
book by creating their own thoughts about trees.  Movie night at 
the Remai was an evening of entertainment in the beautiful public 
SaskTel Theatre. The Meewasin tree wrap continues throughout the 
year to protect our trees from beaver predation.  
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

  

 
Tree planting at McPherson Avenue 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Twigs and Trees photo contest celebrated Saskatoon resident’s favourite trees with so many great entries. 
Special thanks to the local companies who sponsored prizes for the winners - Saskatoon Co-op, Nutrien, 
Campotex, McNally Robinson Bookstore, Turning the Tide Books, Eb’s Outdoor Adventure, Wild Birds Unlimited, 
Floral Acres, All In The Wild Photography, Early’s, and Super Pro Tree Experts.  Here are a few of the entries: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Tree Talk
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Thank you to all of our volunteers who assisted from the Arbor Week Committee who made it all happen, to our many 
event volunteers, to all of our sponsors and partners who made it possible through their support and financial 
contributions, and our many friends who 
this a stunning event. 
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Volunteer to be a Tree Steward 
 

SOS Trees Coalition has completed two tree plantings and we now need help to maintain and grow the young 
trees for a successful establishment.  One thing that has become painfully obvious is that watering trees can 
easily surpass the cost of planting trees.  In Saskatoon the general rule is to water and weed for 3 three years.  
SOS Trees is tackling this challenge by recruiting individuals who assist with watering and maintenance of our 
tree plantings.  This occurs weekly at our McPherson planting and bi weekly at our Sutherland planting.  You can 
help once a week or once a month.  Our volunteer Tree Stewards have already conducted their initial 
orientation.  If you are interested in helping by spending a few hours with watering and/or weeding or if you just 
want more information please email trees@sostrees.ca  We look forward to expanding planting in Saskatoon 
with your help. 

 
Information You Can Use 
 

News From Our Friends at EcoFriendly West   
 

Some years trees produce lots of seeds; other years very few. Like farmers letting a field lie fallow, they 
may be breaking cycles of pests and disease. [Smithsonian] 
 

 
We Need You. Get involved! Stand up for our trees & join SOS Trees Coalition Today 
 
SOS Trees Coalition is on the move and we have increased our efforts working with the City of Saskatoon to 
protect our trees.  In addition to Arbor Week, our largest public education event, we are advocating for the City 
tree protection bylaw, increased City tree planting and monitoring Saskatoon’s Urban Forestry Management 
Plan.  Every member and donor is crucial as we build our coalition.  Please take a moment today and sign up for 
your Membership and/or donation today.  Thank you! 
 

 

     

 
 
Create Your Tree Legacy  
 
A planned gift may be one of the most impactful ways that you can support 
the trees in Saskatoon. A planned gift, life insurance, annuity, etc. to SOS 
Trees Coalition will make a difference.  A great example is the gift left by 
Joan Browne.  The Joan Browne fund has been a supporter of Arbor Week 
tree planting activities and other educational programs.  We are very 
thankful for the forethought that Joan Browne had and her vision of 
Saskatoon with a healthy urban forest.   
 
For more information on how you can include SOS Trees Coalition in your 
estate planning email us at trees@sostrees.ca. 
 

 
 

Memberships can also be purchased by printing out 
and sending our membership form  PDF format. 
Payment can be mailed or sent to us via e-transfer. 

 

 



 
 

 
SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an interest in 
trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better 
advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable.  If you do not want to 
receive this newsletter or to share your comments with us regarding our publication please email us at  trees@sostrees.ca   
You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition. 
 
Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of Saskatoon's 
urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to: membership or you can mail directly to: 1618 9th Avenue North, 
Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1.  SOS Trees Coalition is a registered charity. 
 


