
 

 

Tree News 
August 2024 

 

 Advocacy News 

 
Free Elm wood disposal for Saskatoon home owners now is in effect, however if you need a commercial hauler 

to transport the wood or use a commercial tree service there remains a fee.  SOS Trees continues to work with 

the City to get all fees removed from Elm wood disposal.  The storage of cut Elm wood remains one of the 

easiest ways to spread Dutch Elm Disease.  For more information go to Urban Forestry DED, If you don’t know if 

the wood is Elm, the Urban Forestry will check it for you to confirm. 
 

 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Join the SOS Trees Board of Directors!   

 
The board is a small committed group of passionate tree people who make a 

difference.  The board meets six times a year with several small time limited 

subgroups meeting more regularly. There are many reasons to join a 

community based service organization - Philanthropy, education, friendships, 

and professional development are some good reasons. You don’t need to be a 

tree professional, but only a tree enthusiast, community minded individual or 

just someone looking to learn more about the environment and how you can 

help.   

 

We are now accepting applicants for the SOS Trees Coalition Board of Directors.  Please submit your interest 

to: trees@sostrees.ca. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Tree Planting Opportunities 
 

ERCO Tree Plant @ ERCO Worldwide Site 
 

Wed. August 28, 9:30 - 11:30 AM 
Meewasin will be planting 800 trees at ERCO worldwide along Wanuskewin Road with the assistance of our 

head horticulturist, Chanel. Planting native tree species is important for our riverbank, and indeed the Valley. 

Join us for a chance to plant a series of legacy trees in this important area.  

More info: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1msyeKQ2nPhjE4OoBawcQ_oIuEXiJXeQunQbotkfgtuI/edit 

Register: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQ-pD214BlQhbdDBHDl2y-

ThIrgb9BSEaZ2zhb5sJw2y24IA/viewform 

 

Tree Canada National Tree Day Planting 
 

Sat. Sept. 28, 1:00 PM  
Ellis Hall on the U of S campus 

Saskatoon, for details or to 

register: 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/tre

e-canadas-national-tree-day-

planting-event-in-saskatoon-

tickets-

967013301817?aff=oddtdtcreato

r 

 

 

 

 

Become a Tree Steward 

 
Thanks to our volunteer Tree Stewards the SOS Trees Coalition tree plantings are coming along quite nicely.  

One thing that has become painfully obvious is that watering trees can easily surpass the cost of planting trees.  

In Saskatoon the general rule is to water and weed for 3 three years.  SOS Trees is tackling this challenge by 

recruiting individuals who assist with watering and maintenance of our tree plantings.  This occurs weekly at our 

McPherson planting and bi weekly at our Sutherland planting.  You can help once a week or once a month. Join 

us for an hour with watering and/or weeding or if you just want more information please 

email trees@sostrees.ca. We look forward to expanding planting in Saskatoon with your help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Help for the Elms 
 
Recently SOS Trees attended a workshop that demonstrated injections of a fungicide to help protect elms 

against Dutch Elm Disease.  This procedure must be done by certified technicians.  In Saskatoon we now have 

Arbour Crest Tree Service who is qualified to do it. https://arbourcrest.com/phc/  The whole process of injecting 

a tree was very interesting and can be just one more tool to protect an elm that is a vital part of a residential or 

public landscape. Arbotect 20-S is a systemic fungicide that provides multi-year protection from Dutch Elm 

Disease. Macro-infusion rapidly introduces a large volume of solution directly into a tree’s vascular system. It 

delivers complete and even distribution of solution throughout the tree’s canopy. The whole procedure looks 

like some kind of strange hospital procedure for trees! 

 

This may be a consideration for a tree that is the valuable aesthetic center piece of a property, or one that is key 

to keeping a house and yard cool.  The value of these trees is often overlooked until we lose them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
Tree planting site being maintained (watered and weeded) by volunteers! 

   
Exposing the root flair.                  Drilling entrance sites for injection.        Injection sites all the way around the tree flare.  Each one 

delivers fungicide for several hours into the vascular system. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Information You Can Use 
 

Bringing forests to the city: 10 ways planting trees improves health in urban centres 
 

We received this article from researcher Elaine Wheaton.  It has some great information about the need for 

trees in urban centres for health and wellness. More at: 

https://theconversation.com/bringing-forests-to-the-city-10-ways-planting-trees-improves-health-in-urban-centres-233629 

 

Helping Your Trees Beat the Heat 
https://www.arborday.org/stories/helping-trees-beat-the-heat.cfm?zipcode=&launchID=16663&contactID=3489621 

 

If Only We had Schoolyard Forests 
https://www.greenschoolyards.org/stewardship 

 
A Tree Can Be Relief 
https://www.arborday.org/stories/heat-island-effect.cfm?zipcode=&launchID=17572&contactID=3489621&utm_conten 

 

Urban Trees: Bringing the Canopy to All 
 

With extreme heat events hitting Canadian cities this summer, urban forests offer crucial relief. Yet, not all city 

residents have access to shady, cool streets or the other benefits that trees provide. Join Nature Canada for 

a three-part webinar series, beginning August 28th, where you'll learn about tree equity, explore how mapping 

the issue can drive positive change, and discover how to prioritize equity in your tree planting projects. This 

series aims to inspire action across Canada, empowering you to be part of the solution.  
 

Register at: https://www.sustainabilitynetwork.ca/events/urban-trees-bringing-the-canopy-to-

all?mc_cid=03840e0720&mc_eid=29f5422539 

 

 

 

 
     Participants taking part in the training. 



 
 

 

 

 

News From Our Friends at  EcoFriendly West   
 
Should trees be relocated rather than removed to make room for development? [Earthbound Report] 

https://earthbound.report/2024/07/15/how-and-when-to-move-a-tree/ 

 

Backyard trees form a large portion of the urban forest, but they may not be sustainable in a hotter, drier world 

as many are not native species and they tend to be less drought-tolerant than trees in parks and natural areas. 

[Anthropocene] https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2024/07/much-of-the-urban-forest-is-scattered-in-

back-yards-and-thats-a-climate-challenge 

 

The Urban Land Institute offers 5 fact sheets describing ways in which urban parks can act as carbon sinks, invest 

in solar energy, support ecosystem restoration, mitigate urban heat, and promote green infrastructure. 

[Knowledge Finder] https://knowledge.uli.org/en/reports/research-reports/2024/how-parks-advance-

sustainability-and-resilience 

 

 

 
We Need You. Get involved! Stand up for our trees & join SOS Trees Coalition Today 
 

SOS Trees Coalition is on the move and we have increased our efforts working with the City of Saskatoon to 

protect our trees.  In addition to Arbor Week, our largest public education event, we are advocating for the City 

tree protection bylaw, increased City tree planting and monitoring Saskatoon’s Urban Forestry Management 

Plan.  Every member and donor is crucial as we build our coalition.  Please take a moment today and sign up for 

your Membership and/or donation today.  Thank you! 
 

 

     

 

 

Create Your Tree Legacy  
 
A planned gift may be one of the most impactful ways that you can support 

the trees in Saskatoon. A planned gift, life insurance, annuity, etc. to SOS 

Trees Coalition will make a difference.  A great example is the gift left by 

Joan Browne.  The Joan Browne fund has been a supporter of Arbor Week 

tree planting activities and other educational programs.  We are very 

thankful for the forethought that Joan Browne had and her vision of 

Saskatoon with a healthy urban forest.   

 

For more information on how you can include SOS Trees Coalition in your 

estate planning email us at trees@sostrees.ca. 

 
 

 

 

 

Memberships can also be purchased by printing out 

and sending our membership form  PDF format. 

Payment can be mailed or sent to us via e-transfer. 

 



 

 

 

 

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an interest in 

trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better 

advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable.

receive this newsletter or to share your comments with us regarding our publication please email us at

You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition

 

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of Saskatoon's 

urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to:

Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1.  SOS Trees Coalition is a registered charity.

 

 

 

 

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an interest in 

Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better 

advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable.

to share your comments with us regarding our publication please email us at

You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of Saskatoon's 

To become a member or supporter go to: membership or you can mail directly to: 

SOS Trees Coalition is a registered charity. 

 

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an interest in 

Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better 

advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable.  If you do not want to 

to share your comments with us regarding our publication please email us at  trees@sostrees.ca   

https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition. 

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of Saskatoon's 

 1618 9th Avenue North, 


