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Saskatoon sees record number of Dutch elm disease cases this year 
 

Elm trees make up 25% of Saskatoon’s urban forest and DED can have devastating consequences. The 

most likely cause of DED is the storage and transportation of elm firewood. If you suspect you have elm 

firewood, please dispose of it immediately. Help protect our beautiful elm trees and historic canopies 

by: 

1. Not storing or burning elm wood 

2. Disposing of elm wood at the 

Saskatoon Landfill (it's free for 

residential loads!) 

3. Never pruning elms during the April 1 

– August 31 ban 

4. If you spot unhealthy elms or 

suspicious wood, report it by 

submitting a photo online:  

https://www.saskatoon.ca/services-residents/housing-property/city-owned-trees/tree-

diseases-pests/dutch-elm-disease#dedform  

 

Learn more at: 

https://www.saskatoon.ca/services-residents/housing-property/city-owned-trees/tree-diseases-

pests/dutch-elm-disease 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

From Our Annual General Meeting 

  

Retiring Board Members 

Rae Hearn and Doug Mitchell have served on the SOS 

Trees Coalition board from near the beginning.  

Through the years they have been active by helping 

with advocacy and education.  You would often see the 

two of them manning our information table, handing 

out pamphlets and answering tree questions.  They also 

spent time on the phone organizing volunteers for 

events such as Gardenscape.  SOS Trees Coalition 

would like to say thank you for all of the years of 

service.  You will be missed.  

 
New Board Members 

Olita Elia - Olita was originally involved with our Councillor coffee meetings and then also on the Arbor 

Week Committee for 2024.  She took on the job as Stewardship Leader to schedule and help 

volunteers water and weed our two current tree planting locations.  Olita is a student attending the U 

of S and will have a very busy year with all of her commitments. We welcome her to the board with her 

experience from the past year's commitments with SOS Trees. 
 

Madeline Berezowski - We are excited to welcome Madeline to the board. She can be seen at many 

environmental events as a volunteer.  Her enthusiasm for making a difference will be greatly valued as 

a board member. Already she has joined our Dutch Elm Disease committee and will be helping to 

strategize about what our organization can do to help fight this disease in Saskatoon. Madeline is a 

PHD student in math at the U of S 
 

Owen Tillie - Owen works for Meewasin and is a great fit as a board member for SOS Trees Coalition.  

His experience and knowledge of the environment and concern for the trees in our community will be 

an asset for helping with our many tasks and directives.  

 

Board Activity 

Two of our board members Chad Hammond and Robin Adair will be attending the National Urban 

Forestry Conference in Winnipeg this month.  They will be attending sessions of interest for our urban 

forest such as Dutch Elm Disease, increasing canopy cover and tree protection.  They may have the 

opportunity to collaborate with others about urban forestry strategies used by cities across Canada. 

 

SOS Trees initiates a Dutch Elm Committee (DED Committee) to look at how we can best support the 

City initiatives and expand the knowledge about Dutch Elm Disease throughout the community.  The 

committee met with City staff to understand what the City is focused on and began to look at options 

for SOS Trees involvement. 

 

Additional SOS Trees Coalition committees include the Public Policy Committee and the Arbor Week 

Committee. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

Public Policy Update 
 

Now is the time while municipal candidates are out and about to question their stand on the urban 

forest.  It is time to share your view about the value of our trees and other environmental issues, and 

what makes Saskatoon the valued community where you choose to live. 

 
Fall Tree Plantings 
 

Thanks to all of our members and supporters who joined in with local fall tree plantings. SOS Tree 

members and volunteers participated in plantings sponsored by Meewasin and Tree Canada, at Erco 

Worldwide along Wanuskewin Road, and another at Ellis Hall on the University of Saskatchewan 

campus.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Native Tree and Shrub Plantings @ Various Locations 

Various Dates and Times  
 

Meewasin will be planting trees and shrubs at Chief Whitecap Park and Spadina Lift Station with the 

assistance of our head horticulturist Chanel. Planting native tree species is important for our riverbank, 

and indeed the valley. Join us for a chance to plant a series of legacy trees in this important area. 
 

October 16
th

, 10 am – 12 pm - Spadina Lift Station – More info and registration: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lUBTc-JLFfbjU6GS4rGCrN4lgNWllMeKHz46zsPQVC4/edit?pli=1&tab=t.0 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 

 

 

Information You Can Use 
 

From our friends at EcoFriendly West  

 

“If we can’t take care of the tree in front of our home, how can we expect to save a place like the 

Amazon?” Mexico City’s Tree Army is liberating urban trees with sledgehammers. [EuroNews Green] 

https://www.euronews.com/green/2024/09/10/trees-suffocated-by-concrete-are-being-liberated-by-an-army-

of-community-activists-in-mexi 

 

An urban forestry study in Louisville, Kentucky, found that residents in neighbourhoods with newly-

planted trees and shrubs had 13-20% lower levels of inflammation, a key factor in heart disease, 

cancer, and diabetes, when compared to a neighbourhood where no new greenery was added. 

[Bloomberg] https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-09-12/in-louisville-planting-urban-trees-is-a-

public-health-priority 

 

How can we influence city dwellers’ attitudes about trees so that they will cherish and protect them? 

[The Nature of Cities] https://www.thenatureofcities.com/2024/09/15/on-the-psychology-of-trees-and-how-

to-change-it/ 

 

 

We Need You. Get involved! Stand up for our trees & join SOS Trees Coalition Today 
 

SOS Trees Coalition is on the move and we have increased our efforts working with the City of Saskatoon to 

protect our trees.  In addition to Arbor Week, our largest public education event, we are advocating for the City 

tree protection bylaw, increased City tree planting and monitoring Saskatoon’s Urban Forestry Management 

Plan.  Every member and donor is crucial as we build our coalition.  Please take a moment today and sign up for 

your Membership and/or donation today.  Thank you! 
 

 

 
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/12757 

     

 

 

Create Your Tree Legacy  
 

A planned gift may be one of the most impactful ways that you can support the 

trees in Saskatoon. A planned gift, life insurance, annuity, etc. to SOS Trees 

Coalition will make a difference.  A great example is the gift left by Joan 

Browne.  The Joan Browne fund has been a supporter of Arbor Week tree 

planting activities and other educational programs.  We are very thankful for 

the forethought that Joan Browne had and her vision of Saskatoon with a 

healthy urban forest.  For more information on how you can include SOS Trees 

Coalition in your estate planning email us at trees@sostrees.ca. 

Memberships can also be purchased by printing out & sending our 

membership form: https://sostrees.ca/pdf/SOS-Trees-MembershipForm-

2022.pdf. Payment can be mailed or sent to us via e-transfer. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an interest in 

trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and therefore become better 

advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more enjoyable.  If you do not want to 

receive this newsletter or to share your comments with us regarding our publication please email us at  trees@sostrees.ca   

You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition. 
 

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of Saskatoon's 

urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to: membership or you can mail directly to: 1618 9th Avenue North, 

Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1.  SOS Trees Coalition is a registered charity. 

 

 


