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President’s Report 
Linda Moskalyk 
 

2023 had to be one of the busiest years yet for 
SOS Trees!  My following report is a summary of 
high-lights - for more details go to our web site’s 
monthly news items posted by board member 
Tom Gode - see https://sostrees.ca/news.html. 
We started off with our annual participation at 
Gardenscape in March, followed by another 
successful Arbor Week in May. The latter again 
had many events and participants, including a 
celebration of tree planting with Sutherland 
School.  The poster below shows how very 
excited the students were to roll up their sleeves, 
get their hands dirty and plant trees in their 
school yard. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All summer we kept watch over the many infill 
development projects in older neighbourhoods 
where buildings are removed and lots scarified 
prior to new construction.  It is sad to see so 
many private trees come down and City trees 
being put under stress from the lack of adequate 
tree protection. Soil compaction is the biggest 
concern and something that we hope will be 
addressed with the new by-law and 
specifications.  We have been in talks with a 
developer and the City to develop specific 
protocols to better protect the trees during infill 
projects, and help to educate developers about 
the need to take better care when working near 
trees. 
  
In September SOS Trees board members Tom, 
Rosanne, Caroline, John and I participated in two 
Meewasin Valley Authority (MVA) plantings, 
one at Chief Whitecap Park and the other at the 
old Sanatorium site on National Tree Day.  MVA 
also had a Native tree and shrub ID Workshop 
facilitated by Grant Wood and Owen Tillie.   
 
Tom and I had a Zoom meeting with an urban 
forestry representative from the City of Regina, 
to discuss a number of tree related issues 
important to both cities. Regina has applied to be 
part of the federal 2 Billion Tree Program. They 
plan to plant a total of 10,000 trees over two 
years in two areas of the city - very ambitious!  
One of the area plantings is supported by a local 
group very enthused about helping to get trees in 
their area.   A few years ago Regina applied for 
the International designation of “Tree Cities of 
the World” and was accepted.  A certain number 
of tree related projects must be completed.  So 

https://sostrees.ca/news.html
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far they have received a $25,000 fund from the 
Arbor Day Association. In 2022 Regina planted 
841 trees while Saskatoon planted just over 700. 
Regina is increasing the planting budget by 
$25,000 every year. 
 
Dutch Elm Disease (DED) has continued to 
spread, killing American Elms in rural areas and in 
the towns and cities of Saskatchewan – see the 
annual Provincial DED report below. Regina has 
been having many confirmed cases, necessitating 
proper removal and disposal, for many years. In 
comparison, Saskatoon has had very few, 
normally no more than a single detected case 
each year, the first in 2015. However, three cases 
were reported and dealt with in Saskatoon this 
year. Surveillance, i.e. looking for illegally stored 
elm firewood and signs of DED in living elms, is 
more thorough in Regina. They cover the city four 
to five times a summer. Saskatoon has a similar 
monitoring program, but covers the city only 
twice per summer. 
 
We were especially interested in Regina’s                
”State of the Urban Forest Report” – see details 
under Open Data on their website: 
 https://open.regina.ca/dataset/78ae7e45-63f6-
4e48-926d-545c150cc18c/resource/508a9fc3-
0b53-4b64-9702-f0589e527949/download/state-
of-the-urban-forest-2022-open-data.pdf  
We think this is a valuable annual recap.  
Saskatoon doesn’t seem to have this. Here, it is 
always difficult to find the data for trees planted, 
DED removals and general information about 
how the urban forest is faring.  We have 
discussed with Saskatoon’s Urban Forestry 
department the possible implementation of a 
similar recap here. 
 
This summer, members from several Community 
environmental organizations, including SOS 
Trees, took part in the Climate Walk at the Swale 
hosted by “Wild About Saskatoon”. Speakers, 
poetry readings, a guided walk and good 
discussions were included. Emphasis was on 
climate change and the urgent need for 
Saskatoon to continue and increase mitigation 
efforts. 

Our major activities in the past two months have 
been our Councillor Coffee Meetings 
https://sostrees.ca/pdf/2023-11-Summary-of-
Councillor-Coffees.pdf and our work with the 
Saskatoon Climate Hub. Our objective was to 
make sure that environmental consideration 
would be given due importance during Council 
budget deliberations held in November. Our 
efforts to meet collectively with individual 
Councillors went well, and City Council voted to 
keep the current pruning cycle of seven years, 
and to increase the Urban Forestry Reserve Fund 
starting in 2024.  Good news for our urban forest!  
A big Thank You goes to the 100 community 
members and seven Councilors who participated. 
SOS Trees will continue to work with the City and 
others to protect and expand the urban forest for 
future generations. In the meantime we welcome 
the opportunity to discuss concrete ways to care 
for our urban forest and address climate 
mitigation with you and answer any questions 
you may have. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In summary, 2023 has been a very successful year 
for SOS Trees due to cooperative efforts with 
like-minded organizations and grass-roots 
support from local citizens.  It is in everyone’s 
best interest to collaborate in serving the needs 
of the community. We appreciate the dedication 
of our hard working board and the residents, 
donors and volunteers who support and care 
about the work we do. We look forward to 
continuing to stand up for the trees in 2024! 
 

https://open.regina.ca/dataset/78ae7e45-63f6-4e48-926d-545c150cc18c/resource/508a9fc3-0b53-4b64-9702-f0589e527949/download/state-of-the-urban-forest-2022-open-data.pdf
https://open.regina.ca/dataset/78ae7e45-63f6-4e48-926d-545c150cc18c/resource/508a9fc3-0b53-4b64-9702-f0589e527949/download/state-of-the-urban-forest-2022-open-data.pdf
https://open.regina.ca/dataset/78ae7e45-63f6-4e48-926d-545c150cc18c/resource/508a9fc3-0b53-4b64-9702-f0589e527949/download/state-of-the-urban-forest-2022-open-data.pdf
https://open.regina.ca/dataset/78ae7e45-63f6-4e48-926d-545c150cc18c/resource/508a9fc3-0b53-4b64-9702-f0589e527949/download/state-of-the-urban-forest-2022-open-data.pdf
https://sostrees.ca/pdf/2023-11-Summary-of-Councillor-Coffees.pdf
https://sostrees.ca/pdf/2023-11-Summary-of-Councillor-Coffees.pdf
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New board member Robin Adair 
 
I have been doing 
horticulture and 
arboriculture my whole 
life. While completing an 
economics degree at the U 
of S in the early 1990’s, I 
worked at the Saskatoon 
Golf and Country Club 
maintenance crew. I went 
to Olds College in the mid 

1990’s to become a golf superintendent. 
However, the Arboriculture program had just 
started at Olds in my second year and I learned 
the ropes and quickly caught the pruning bug.  
 
After Olds, I passed my International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Arborist designation 
in 1996 and worked as one of the main arborists 
for the Calgary Zoo and Botanic Gardens. While 
working at the Calgary Zoo I built up and sold my 
company Adair Tree Care which still operates to 
this day in Calgary. In 2007 my wife Lindy, our 2 
young boys and I moved back to Saskatoon to 
start Arbour Crest Tree Services and a small tree 
nursery. 
 
Certain designations I have received… 

 2007/2008- Involved in the Heritage Trees of 
Alberta book research team  

 2010- Canadian Nursery Landscape 
association (CNLA) Certified Landscape 
Technician 

 2015- Tree Risk Assessment Qualification 
(TRAQ) overseen by ISA 

 2019- American Society of Consulting 
Arborists (ASCA)- Qualified Tree Evaluator 

 3-time competitor at the ISA Prairie Chapter 
Tree Competitions - Now happier to be a 
Judge and Volunteer 

 
I enjoy teaching about pruning and the care of 
trees… 

 2000-2007- Master Gardener program at 
the Calgary Zoo 

 2000-2007- Pruning workshops for the 
Calgary Hort. Society 

 2008- Tree I.D. instructor for the 
Saskatoon School of Horticulture 

 2010-2012- U of Sask Master Gardener 
tree care classes 

 2008 to current- Lee Valley tools, 
Saskatoon Hort Society, SOS Arbor Week 
workshops 

 2018-2020 Arbor day plantings and 
workshops for students  at Clavet school 

 2020 & 2024 Pruning instructor for the 
Saskatoon Skills and Trades Landscape 
stream 
 

At Arbour Crest we give back to the community 
annually by donating $5 for every tree we plant 
to the Jim Pattison Children’s Hospital 
Foundation of Saskatchewan. This year we were 
pleased to donate $1475 towards that 
foundation. 
 
I am thankful that I was asked me to be a part of 
this SOS Trees Board. I see there are many 
passionate tree people in the group and I look 
forward to helping the people and trees of 
Saskatoon.  
  

New board member Chad Hammond 
 

I have been with the SOS 
Trees Board for one 
year. My passion is for 
the restoration of 
relationships between 
people, plants, the land 
and all the beings that 
call it home. Trees are 
an essential hub to bring 
these relationships 
together, providing 
food, shelter, 

community, meaning, and connection for many 
forms of life. I try to embody these passions in my 
involvement with SOS Trees as well as the boards 
of Wild about Saskatoon and the Saskatoon 
Horticulture Society. My professional background 
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is in culture and psychology, or how we make 
meaning together as communities to give 
purpose and direction to our individual lives. I 
have spent much of my career working in the 
fields of palliative and end-of-life care, 
Indigenous health, and health equity. In my 
personal life, I spend my time raising a son, 
crafting, doing creative writing, wandering the 
outdoors, and growing food and native plants.  

 
New board member Rosanne Alain  
 

I am pleased to be 
on the SOS Trees 
board.  Although I 
am not an arborist, I 
am a lover of trees.  
I grew up on the 
edge of crownland 
near Hudson Bay, 
SK. Our house was 
surrounded by 
poplar bluffs and 
evergreens.  We 
liked the fact that 
we had very little 
wind because of the trees. 
 
My summer job during university was on the 
landscaping crew at the U of S.  We worked to 
create new areas with shrubs and trees.  I 
remember thinking that if I didn’t enjoy teaching, 
I would want to work in the horticulture field. 
 
I went on to become an educator.   When I was 
applying for teaching jobs I thought that Lumsden 
was possibly the only area I could consider in 
southern Saskatchewan because it has trees.  
When I accepted a position in St. Walburg, my 
first thought was that they had very similar trees 
to those I grew up with, except they were 
shorter.   
 
I love being in Saskatoon.  I walk and bike 
throughout the city, always enjoying the trees 
along the streets and the riverbank.  I notice 
when trees are removed, when they seem to be 

sick or are being abused.  So whether it is 
consciously, or subconsciously, trees play a role 
in my daily life. 
 
Last June I had the opportunity to help with the 
tree planting at Sutherland School.  I enjoyed the 
experience of working with kids and talking about 
the importance of trees. 
 
I look forward to helping out where I can with 
SOS Trees. 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dutch Elm Disease – 2023 Ministry of 
Environment Update  
 

In 2023, the Ministry of Environment continued 
to implement its Dutch elm disease (DED) 
program. Continuing program activities included:  

 surveys and removal of DED-infected trees in 
eight rural management (buffer) zones;  

 surveys in eight provincial parks;  

 scientific and technical support to individuals 
and communities;  

 enforcement of the DED Regulations;  

 support for municipal inspectors; and 

 reviewing applications to use elm wood or to 
import elm seedlings. 

 

If the heat bothers you, plant a tree. 

If the water bothers you, plant a tree. 

If you like fruits, plant a tree. 

If you like birds, plant a tree. 

And if you like life, plant many trees. 
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During July and August, rural buffer zones 
adjacent to the following communities were 
surveyed:  

Balcarres  Moose Jaw 
Estevan   Regina 
Indian Head  Tisdale 
Melfort   Wolseley 

The survey identified a total of 558 DED infected 
trees, and most have now been removed by the 
ministry’s tree removal contractor. The 2023 tree 
count represents an eight per cent increase from 
2022, when 515 infected trees were identified 
and removed. Management within the buffers 
helps protect healthy elms within communities 
from disease spreading from nearby rural lands. 
Landowners also benefit, as dead and diseased 
elm trees are identified and removed from their 
properties at no cost. The effectiveness of the 
program depends on the co-operation of 
landowners in the buffer areas, which is required 
under regulation. Urban municipalities remain 
responsible for DED management within their 
jurisdictions. 
 

The Ministry of Environment continued to work 
with the Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport 
(PCS) to manage DED within provincial parks. In 
2023, Environment identified 28 diseased elms 
within Echo Valley, Danielson, Greenwater Lake 
and Rowan’s Ravine provincial parks, as well as 
the Condie Nature Area and Valley Centre 
Recreation Site. PCS removed the infected trees. 
This was the first recorded occurrence of DED in 
Danielson Provincial Park.  
 

DED is now established in Saskatchewan as far 
west as the Outlook area. The disease is 
spreading through rural communities, native elm 
stands, farmyards and shelterbelts. The affected 
area continues to grow. In 2023, Saskatoon had 
confirmed infections and Prince Albert found 
and removed its first DED-infected tree. 
 

The Ministry of Agriculture’s Crop Protection Lab 
continued to provide free sample testing to 
communities and the public. Samples from the 
following communities were confirmed as DED-
positive: 

Balcarres Marquis Prince Albert 
Balgonie Melfort  Saskatoon 
Carnduff Melville  Semans 
Churchbridge Moose Jaw Strasbourg 
Gravelbourg Mossbank Swift Current 
Grenfell  Outlook  Tisdale 
Indian Head Regina  Vibank 
Kipling  Pense  Weyburn 
    Wolseley  
 

There are positive actions that people can take to 
help prevent the spread of DED into their 
communities: 

 Do not transport, sell, store or use elm 
firewood; it’s against the law and one of the 
main ways that DED can spread.  

 Dispose of elm wood properly at the site 
designated by your municipal authority.  

 Prune elm trees to keep them healthy, 
outside the annual ban period (April 1 to 
August 31). 

 Make sure the tree care professional you hire 
has the required training.  

 Communities can help by appointing 
municipal DED inspectors to enforce the 
regulations within their municipality. 

For more information about DED or other 
Ministry of Environment programs, visit 
Saskatchewan.ca/forestry and click the Forest 
Health tab, or contact the Inquiry Centre at 1-
800-567-4224 or centre.inquiry@gov.sk.ca.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/forestry
mailto:centre.inquiry@gov.sk.ca
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Saskatoon’s Afforestation Areas: 
A Beacon of Hope  
Julia Adamson 
 
In grappling with the dual challenges of climate 
change and biodiversity loss, we are fortunate to 
have two afforestation areas in Saskatoon, dating 
back to far-sighted plantings in 1972. These areas 
serve as beacons of hope in a time of continued 
loss of natural habitat and offer a glimpse of what 
can be achieved through dedicated afforestation 
efforts.  
 
Encompassing 192 hectares (474 acres), the 
Richard St. Barbe Baker Afforestation Area and 
George Genereux Urban Regional Park are 
located in southwest Saskatoon. They are oases 
of green amidst expanding suburban 
developments surrounding the city. The larger 
area, named after the renowned global 
conservationist with roots in Saskatoon, Richard 
St Barbe Baker, comprises 86.6 hectares of 
forest/shrub land, 57.2 hectares of grasslands, 
and 11.5 hectares of wetlands. 
 
The Friends of the Saskatoon Afforestation Area 
Inc. (Friends) is a nonprofit environmental 
charity. Our mission is to protect the 
afforestation areas, educate the public about the 
rich geological, natural, and cultural heritage of 
these areas and their ecological importance as 
places of rich biodiversity and semi-wildness 
within city limits. 
  
The Green Classroom: Sowing Seeds for the 
Future                                    
In 2023, the Friends were proud to produce 
Exploring the Wildwoods of Saskatoon: The 
Ecology of a Planted Forest, a 100-page, Place-
Based Activity Workbook written by Norman 
Lipinski, a retired educator with 
profound passion for science and the natural 
world.  Caroline Dinter, from SOS Trees, and 
Norman produced an Afforestation Poster.  The 
workbook was translated into French by Jade 
Varin to provide environmental education and 
heritage to Francophone schools.  This project 
was the recipient of an Education for Sustainable 

Development Recognition Award from RCE 
Saskatchewan, a United Nations linked network 
promoting education as a tool for building a 
sustainable future. The workbook and previous 
publications and documentaries can be accessed 
at https://www.friendsareas.ca/  
 
Publishing “Afforestation in Canada: Planting 
Trees as Part of Nation Building” 
The fall 2023 edition of The Gardener published 
our article with the above title. It traces the 
historical roots of tree planting in the Prairie 
Provinces and the integral role that public policy 
supporting tree planting played in promoting 
early settlement. The article explores the 
evolution of afforestation efforts up to 
contemporary initiatives for restoring habitat and 

absorbing CO2, like Canada's 2 Billion Trees 
program. It also features the Saskatoon 
afforestation areas and notable afforestation 
achievements across the country. It concludes by 
emphasizing the enduring legacy of afforestation 
in Canada, contributing to environmental 
sustainability and community well-being. 
 
Truth and Reconciliation:  
In 2023 we began incorporating the Miyo-
wāhkōhtowin / Good Relations in Afforestation 
Areas stories into the Prairie Forest Guide App.  
With the support of Indigenous writers, we are 
actively addressing the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission's Call to Action 53 by incorporating 
Indigenous guidance and knowledge into the 
descriptions of the afforestation areas and 
wetlands. Through consultation with local Métis, 
Lakota, and Cree speakers, we aim to include 
Indigenous names for native trees, plants, and 
shrubs. The Miyo-wāhkōhtowin project was 

https://bit.ly/3n07KGD
https://bit.ly/3n07KGD
https://bit.ly/3JrUvWt
https://www.friendsareas.ca/
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Saskatoon Frozen Trails and Wagging 

Tails Dog Sledding Delight 
Richard St. Barbe Baker 

Afforestation Area 

Saturday, January 13, 2024 

between 1:30-4:30 PM 

An introduction to the art and 

history of dog sledding 

(Weather Permitting) 

featured as a success story in SaskCultures’s Fall 
2023 magazine, Engage.  
 
We are grateful to SaskCulture, SIGA and SK Arts 
for their support in making this engagement 
possible, along with Gabriel Dumont Institute and 
Tammy Adair, teacher, Indigenous knowledge 
keeper and advisor. 
 
Celebrating the environmental and cultural 
heritage of the afforestation areas 
We offered tours and various events during the 
spring Arbor Week celebrations, and again in the 
autumn for National Forest Week. We also took 
part in Doors Open Saskatoon with a focus on 
celebrating the legacies of figures associated with 
the afforestation areas, Richard St. Barbe Baker, 
George Genereux, B.T. Chappell, and Bruce 
Gordon.  In addition we offered programming for 
Jane's Walk, Historic Places Days Canada, and 
International Self Care Day. 
 
A Greener Future for Saskatoon 
The pilot management plan for the Richard St 
Barbe Baker Afforestation Area is in its final 
stages of development and is expected to be 
approved by City Council in 2024.  There may be 
opportunities in 2024 for members of the public 
to participate in public engagement and surveys. 
Stay tuned to the website 
https://www.friendsareas.ca/ for updates and 
developments.  
 

As part of Saskatoon’s Green Network, the 
afforestation areas along with other parts of 
Saskatoon’s natural infrastructure will benefit 
from $34 million flowing from the combined 
investment by the City of Saskatoon and the 
Government of Canada's Natural Infrastructure 
Fund. These funds will be implemented over two 
years, fostering green initiatives that align with 
the environmental goals of Saskatoon’s Strategic 
Plan.   
 
 
 
 
 

Join Us in Environmental Guardianship 
The Friends invite you to 
get involved in 
preserving these green 
treasures. We host 
tours, webinars, 
educational events, and 
environmental 
restoration initiatives. 
Connect with nature 
through the iNaturalist 
app, be a part of the 
Prairie Forest Guide, and 
contribute to the Miyo-
wāhkōhtowin/Good 
Relations project. 
 
 
As we reflect on a year filled with growth and 
environmental advocacy, let's continue to 
champion nature-based solutions for climate 
action, uphold Indigenous wisdom, and actively 
participate in shaping the future of Saskatoon's 
greenspaces.    
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.saskculture.ca/impact/success-stories/project-creates-understanding-about-indigenous-teachings-from-the-land
https://www.friendsareas.ca/
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SOS Elms Coalition Inc. Board of Directors 
President: Linda Moskalyk 306-250-0442 
Treasurer: Cliff Speer 306-653-5693 
Secretary: Richard Kerbes 306-653-4209 
Communication/Membership: 
 Tom Gode 306-250-0442 
Member at Large: Rae Hearn 306-244-3082 
Member at large: Doug Mitchell 306-244-3082 
Member at large: John Penner 306-664-3076 
Member at Large: Caroline Dinter 306-241-0592 
Member at Large: Chad Hammond 639-384-0930 
Member at Large: Robin Adair              306-381-4379 
Member at Large: Rosanne Alain          306-222-9946 
This newsletter edited by Richard Kerbes and Kathy 
Meeres                

 

 
 
 

 
 

  

SOS Trees new/renewal membership form: 
 $20.00 Annual membership per household  

 $0.00 Student membership 

 $_____Donation  

    $_____Total - (tax receipt will be mailed to you) 
Money order or cheque enclosed 

  (Payable to SOS Trees Coalition) 

 Yes! I wish to help out as a volunteer  Mail to:  
  SOS TREES Coalition 

Name_______________________________________  1618 9th Ave. N, 
E-mail_______________________________________   Saskatoon, SK 
Address_____________________________________  S7K 3A1 
Postal Code__________ Telephone____________ 
Date____________ 
 
If this is a renewal, please update your contact information if there have been any changes. 
 
NOTE: To reduce mailing costs and paper consumption we send the newsletter by email. Those 
with no email address will continue to get a paper copy in regular mail.  
Our website: http://sostrees.ca/ 

 

 

http://sostrees.ca/

