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A Tribute to Linda
by Tom Gode

Once, in another time,

I believed that souls resided in trees.

| worked a lifetime tracing branches

Seeking out the one tree that would hold my
spirit. “The Last Arborist” by Paul Wilson

Sadly, Linda Moskalyk passed away surrounded
by her family on August 4th, 2025, after a
courageous battle with cancer. Linda was
dedicated to her career in horticulture with the
City of Saskatoon, being especially passionate
about preserving the city’s urban forest. This
passion for trees and nature translated into her
admired artwork, a talent everyone knew her for.
Linda was involved with SOS Trees for nearly 30
years and led the organization since 2020 as
President. She initiated Arbor Week and
expanded collaborations with other
environmental organizations and City
administration and brought an expanded life to
our organization. Not one ever scared of taking
risks, Linda decided to take an early retirement
after attending an art residency in Costa Rica,
relocating there part time after being inspired by
the old growth rainforests and environmental
preservation efforts. She spent the next 15 years

reforesting exhausted agricultural land,
mentoring interns and researchers at Cloudbridge
Reforestation & Nature Reserve while continuing
to lead SOS Trees. A prairie girl at heart Linda
continued her dedication to environmental
activism in Saskatoon and internationally. She
spent untold hours in quiet conversation about
our need to protect the environment for future
generations. If you knew Linda you knew she
would take the time to talk to anyone.

Linda Moskalyk with one of her tree paintings at
the 20" Anniversary of SOS Trees in 2012

Dedication of Memorial

To Linda Moskalyk

A ceremony was held on November 8, 2025, on
the west side of Wiggins Park to dedicate a
memorial to Linda. Speakers and audience
included SOS Trees members and arborists who
had worked with Linda, plus many of her friends,
family members and neighbours. The Memorial,



consisting of a bronze plaque embedded into a
polished stone boulder, was funded by SOS Trees,
the International Arborist Society, and Rocco
Stone Masonry. The bronze plaque includes parts
of one of Linda’s tree paintings and the words:
“In honour of Linda Moskalyk whose passion for
the urban forest, her unwavering dedication to
conservation, and her ability to inspire others
through both her environmental work and her art
have left an enduring legacy in Saskatoon and
beyond”. Following the ceremony, attendees
reassembled for social interaction at 3 Hall Public
House.
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Memorial Dedication, showing Cliff Speer and
part of the audience. Photo by Richard Kerbes
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SOS Trees Coalition — 2025 in Review
Olita Elia, Tom Gode, Richard Kerbes

SOS Trees Coalition remains focussed on our
mission to protect our urban forest and educate
the community about the importance of trees in
our urban environment. Through meaningful
collaborations, impactful education initiatives,
and hands-on stewardship, we have made
significant progress in supporting Saskatoon’s
green infrastructure.

Dutch Elm Disease (DED) — a Renewed Focus:
Concern over the deadly threat of DED to the
thousands of mature American Elms in
Saskatchewan communities has been a major
concern of SOS Trees ever since our organization
began, as SOS Elms, in 1992. The inexorable
spread of the disease didn’t reach Saskatoon until
2015, when a single elm tree tested positive and
was properly removed by Urban Foresty staff.
The city remained DED free until 2021 with one
positive case, 2022 with none, 2023 with four
cases, and 2024 with an abrupt increase resulting
in 18 removals.

In 2025, with a continued acceleration of DED,
the City of Saskatoon declared an “ecological
emergency” and by year-end total removals of
elm reached more than three times the number
for 2024. See Saskatoon DED article below.

Community Collaboration and Partnerships -

In 2025 we engaged with a wide range of
community and environmental organizations by
attending their events, participating in meetings,
and sharing resources. These collaborations have
helped raise awareness of environmental issues,
strengthened community ties, and brought new
members into our network. We are grateful for
the shared vision and continued support of these
incredible partners, which have included:

- Meewasin Valley Authority

- Wild About Saskatoon

- Tree Canada

- Friends of Saskatoon Afforestation Areas
- Wildernook



- Urban Forestry, City of Saskatoon
- Saskatoon Cycles

- Saskatoon Climate Hub
- Liveable YXE

- CAPE SK

- Trees Please Winnipeg

During Arbor Week we engaged people of all
ages through a public screening of Borealis, a
moving documentary on the boreal forest. Also,
with the Saskatoon Outdoor School program and
students from Henry Kelsey School we planted 72
trees and shrubs at Pierre Radisson Park. Such
projects contribute to Saskatoon’s green spaces
and engage young people in hands-on
environmental action.

SOS Trees volunteers also participated in three
tree plantings with Meewasin and one with
Meewasin and Tree Canada.

Public Awareness — We again had our display at
Gardenscape plus two other public events,
talking with people about trees in general and
DED in particular, distributing our new tree tour
booklets and DED Alert fridge magnets. Board
members also participated in broadcasts on CBC,
CKOM and CJME radio, and CTV television.

Tree Tour Booklet

New Edition Published
Thanks to funding from
SaskPower, we have
updated and expanded
our guide to the trees of
Saskatoon. New species
and locations, more
information on the
planting and care of trees;
and more details on DED
and other threats to trees
are included. This booklet
encourages residents to
get out to see firsthand
the beauty and diversity
of our trees. It promotes appreciation and care of
our urban forest. Check it out on our web site
sostrees.ca or pick up a copy for free (donation
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optional), at Western Development Museum,
Steep Hill Food Co-op, Early’s Farm and Garden,
Wild Birds Unlimited and other locations.

Stewardship Program continued - Through an
Arbor Week grant from the City of Saskatoon, we
maintained a Volunteer Stewardship Program in
2025. The grant enabled us to hire Tala to
supervise and coordinate weekly volunteer
groups in long-term care of our tree planting
sites. Regular watering and weeding for up to
three years after planting will ensure healthy
establishment of young trees.

Public Policy - Board members participated in
several City and Meewasin consultations,
conducted introductory meetings with each of
the six new City counsellors and the new Mayor,
and presented at Council twice. We successfully
advocated for the removal of all fees on elm
wood disposal at the city landfill.

Many thanks go to all our board members,
volunteers, event sponsors, donors and
community partners. Your passion, dedication,
and commitment to Saskatoon's urban forest
have made this year one of progress and
purpose. We look forward to continuing this work
in 2026 as we grow deeper roots in the
community and nurture a greener future for all.



https://www.sostrees.ca/

Changes to the Board of SOS Trees

In 2025 we were pleased to welcome Madeline
Berezowski as our new President. Richard
Kerbes, after serving as secretary for the past 20
years, resigned that post but has remained on the
Board. He is grateful to Rosanne Alain for
becoming Secretary. Own Tillie and Chad
Hammond stepped down from the Board. We
welcomed three new Members, as follows:

I was born
and raised in
Saskatoon on

Treaty 6
Territory. I
have a wife
and two

awesome kids
who are soon
ready to make
their mark on
the world. | have a Master of Public Health
degree from the University of Alberta, and for the
past 18 years have worked in public health,
primarily in epidemiology.

| have always been interested in climate and
ecological issues, especially since doing my
Master’s degree. Planting trees is one small
hopeful act to help adapt to climate change. |
have planted for the Nature Conservancy of
Canada and Tree Canada events over the past
three years.

In 2024, | helped spearhead an initiative in
conjunction with our community association and
the City of Saskatoon to plant 19 trees along 14™
street. This little grove, complete with drip line
irrigation has worked out well so far and, in a few
years, will help provide shade and relief from the
elements for all those who utilize the multi-use
trail along this corridor. | learned a lot during this
process and am especially thankful to Tom Gode
and the late Linda Moskalyk for their advice and
expertise. Because of them | am now proud to be
a new SOS Trees board member!
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Kerry McNamara

I'm a retired mining
engineer with a passion
for trees, having grown
up in the boreal forested
area of Northern
Ontario. Upon reading
that Dutch Elm Disease
is again threatening the
elms in Saskatoon, |
asked to join SOS Trees
so that | could put my
experience at managing results driven projects to
use. In addition to SOS Trees, | am an active
member of the local Canadian Institute of Mining
& Metallurgy branch and the All-Points
Saskatchewan Archeological Society in
Saskatoon. My husband and | moved to
Saskatoon in 2006 so that | could work for a fly-in
mining company. We have thoroughly enjoyed
life here with our four children and one
grandchild.

Dan Ronis

| completed my B.S. Degree at Cornell University
in Agronomy and my M.S. and Ph.D.'s at
University of Maryland and Michigan State
University respectively. My advanced degrees
were both in Plant Genetics & Plant Breeding
with projects in soybean breeding. | have a
diverse background with courses in soils, crops,
botany, genetics, statistics, experimental design,
floriculture, pomology, ag engineering, and plant
pathology. The latter includes diseases of trees
and shrubs. Techniques learned include plant
propagation, tissue culture, grafting and pruning,
as well as use of genetic markers. My
professional career includes three years in the
Dept. of Horticulture, NDSU before being
recruited to run McCain's global variety
development program for 13 years. | then applied
and was hired to run Frito Lays' potato breeding
program servicing their global supply for ten
years prior to retirement. Those three positions
all involved potato breeding, genetics and
biotechnology in the public and private sectors
and involved quality, disease and insect



resistance, storage, and breeding for worldwide
climates.

Currently, | am active in the Saskatoon Nature
Society and as a volunteer with the USASK Fruit
Breeding program with projects breeding for cold
adaptation in grapes and black raspberries.
Hobbies include woodworking, photography, and
nature. | combine all three by making beautiful
hand-crafted wood frames for my nature
photographs using various woods found locally.

American elm in full autumn glory in Avalon
Photo by R. Kerbes

Saskatoon Faces a DED Emergency

The following information has been provided to
us by Cate Francis, Superintendent of Urban
Forestry.

During 2025 in Saskatoon 283 samples were
taken from elms suspected of having DED,
resulting in confirmation of 41 positive cases.
That led to 62 removals, which included the 41
confirmed cases, plus other elms near to them at
high risk due to root transfer of the DED
fungus. Most concerning, the positive cases were
distributed in many of our most elm populated
neighborhoods, across Saskatoon.

In 2025 Urban Forestry crews removed 16,550 kg
of wood from residential yards as part of their
regular elm wood sweeps. This included both
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American and Siberian elm as both species can be
habitat for elm bark beetles to spread the
disease. Any elm wood found is removed and
properly disposed of at the landfill. Due to the
risk of bringing DED infected wood from
elsewhere into DED free areas, the transport and
storage of elm wood have been illegal since at
least 1990. Unfortunately, people continue to use
it as firewood, despite major education efforts by
the City and the Province. Elm disposal at the
landfill will continue to be free, for both private
individuals and companies in 2026.

Urban Forestry has a robust plan for 2026 that
includes several contracts. A major report and
request are to be presented on January 13, 2026
to Council for approval to use the Urban Forest
and Pest Management reserve to fund increased
efforts to control DED.

Other City initiatives underway include a
partnership started in spring 2025 with the U of S
on a project to have a graduate student conduct
and report on research on new findings and best
practices for DED management. In October 2025
the Parks Department organized and hosted a
round table discussion for the large prairie
municipalities, with representatives from Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. Discussions were
held on how each of the communities are
experiencing and responding to DED, as well as to
share effective strategies for managing the
disease. Attendees gained a lot of useful
information from this event to improve and guide

their response to DED.
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Spadina Cres. sunrise photo by R. Kerbes



2025 Update on DED in Saskatchewan

Saskatchewan Ministry of Environment

In 2025, Dutch Elm Disease (DED) continued to
spread through Saskatchewan’s urban forests,
rural communities, native elm stands, farmyards
and shelterbelts.

A focus of the Ministry of Environment’s DED
program is to actively manage the disease within
rural zones surrounding eight communities:
Regina, Moose Jaw, Estevan, Melfort, Tisdale,
Indian Head, Wolseley, and Balcarres. These
communities are working to slow the spread
within their urban forests, while facing significant
disease pressure from neighbouring rural lands.
Summer surveys showed that infected tree
numbers went up in most buffer zones and
overall, with a total of 704 infected trees versus
564 last year. The program’s effectiveness
depends on co-operation from landowners, and
we thank them for working with us again this
year.

Urban municipalities are responsible for
managing DED within their communities. The
cities of Saskatoon, Regina, Moose Jaw and
Melfort all set new record-high infected tree
counts in 2025.

In addition to the buffer zone management work,
the ministry’s DED 2025 program included:
e scientific and technical support to
individuals and communities;
¢ public awareness;
¢ enforcement of The DED Regulations;
e support for Municipal Inspectors;
¢ review of applications to use elm wood or to
import elm seedlings;
e map showing known extent of DED in
Saskatchewan;
e surveys in selected provincial parks; and
ofree sample testing at the Ministry of
Agriculture Crop Protection Lab.
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The following communities had lab-confirmed
cases of DED this year:

- Assiniboia - Indian Head - Regina

- Balcarres - Kamsack - Saskatoon
- Broadview - Lampman - Strasbourg
- Carlyle - Melfort - Weyburn

- Carnduff - Melville - Wilcox

- Cedoux - Moose Jaw - Wolseley

- Churchbridge - Mossbank - Yorkton

- Estevan - Ogema

- Etter’s Beach - Outlook

You can help prevent the spread of DED into your
community:

e Do not transport, sell, store or use elm
firewood; it’s illegal and one of the main
ways that DED can spread.

e Dispose of elm wood properly at the site
designated by your municipality.

e Prune elm trees to keep them healthy,
outside the annual pruning ban period
(April 1 to August 31).

e Make sure the tree care professional
you hire has the required training.

e Encourage your community to appoint
municipal DED inspectors to enforce the
regulations.

Finally, a sad update to share— in 2025, we
unexpectedly lost Dr. Rory Mclntosh, the
ministry’s Provincial Forest Health Expert, to a
heart attack. Throughout his career in
Saskatchewan, Rory’s biggest passions were
collaborating with others in the field of forest
entomology and representing our province at the
national level. We are doing our best to continue
with Rory’s plan for an effective forest health
monitoring program for Saskatchewan, but it will
not be the same without him.

For more information about DED or other Ministry of
Environment programs, visit Saskatchewan.ca/forestry
and click the Forest Health tab, or contact the
ministry’s Inquiry Centre at  1-800-567-4224 or
centre.inquiry@gov.sk.ca.



https://www.saskatchewan.ca/forestry
mailto:centre.inquiry@gov.sk.ca

Marathon runners under the elms on Spadina Cr. E.,
summer 2025 Photo by R.Kerbes

Society to Prevent Dutch EIm Disease in

Alberta (STOPDED) 2025 Annual Report
We thank Janet Feddes-Calpas for this article
(somewhat shortened here) which she wrote for
STOPDED members.

Since 2006, STOPDED has coordinated, and
administered the Alberta DED
prevention/control program and supported
CFIA’s efforts to prevent entry of Emerald Ash
Borer (EAB) and alien wood boring insects.

From May 1-Sept 30, 2025 STOPDED used
pheromone baited traps to monitor three
species of Elm Bark Beetles known to be
carriers of DED. With the cooperation of
municipalities, provincial parks and Agriculture
Fieldmen, STOPDED coordinates traps in 122
municipalities, 5 Montana ports of entry, 20
nurseries and 20  provincial/municipal
campgrounds. The Cities of Lethbridge, Calgary,
Edmonton, Red Deer, Grande Prairie and
Medicine Hat purchase and set up traps in their
municipalities and are responsible for having
traps, supplied by STOPDED, set up in their 11-
14 satellite communities.

In the City of Edmonton elm trees have tested
positive for DED and were properly disposed of —
five in 2024 and two in 2025. Edmonton initiated
a widespread municipal surveillance for both DED
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symptoms and Elm Bark Beetles. Twenty-one
elm trees were injected with Arbotect 20-S
Fungicide as a prophylactic against DED. The
selection of trees for injection was taken per
protocol (within 1 km of positive DED trees).

As a result of DED being found near Edmonton,
Living Tree Environment Ltd. was hired by the
municipalities of Stoney Plain, St. Albert, Spruce
Grove, Sherwood Park and Beaumont to do a
comprehensive survey of all the elm trees within
legal boundaries. STOPDED contributed $5000.00
toward each of these municipal surveys. Elm
firewood violations were reported to each
municipality.

STOPDED coordinates elm bark beetle traps set
up in 27 municipalities along with the 14
municipalities that CFIA coordinates. No beetles
were found.

STOPDED also conducts an annual invasive alien
wood boring insects monitoring program in 9
locations province wide. These invasive species
threaten our urban/rural trees and provincial
forests. This project is coordinated by
STOPDED, with traps and lures funded by CFIA
and curation of samples done at Olds College.

In 1980 STOPDED purchased firewood bins to
be placed at all the Montana Ports of Entry. A
firewood trailer was also purchased at that
time to transport the firewood for burning at
Thompson Colony near Cardston. Canada
Border Services collect wood from travelers and
have them place it in the bins.

Firewood bin and trailer at Chief Mtn Port of
Entry




STOPDED is placing more
focus on firewood
movement into and within
Alberta, providing large 4 “ X
4’ signs for 15 municipalities
to be installed along main
roads coming into each

DON‘TIMOVE
FIREWOOD
Save Qur Trees

Buy it locally )

municipality.

STOP THE SPREAD OF

FOREST PESTS AND

DUTCH ELM DISEASE=
Save Our Trees. [
Do not bring ¥

8 X 10 ft signs at all 21 entrances and exits of
highways into Alberta

Linda Moskalyk and Tom Gode of SOS Trees
helping with clean-up of garbage from the St.
Barbe Baker Afforestation Area, September 19,
2020. Photo provided by Julia Adamson

A Year in the Forest

Friends of the Saskatoon Afforestation Areas Inc.
friendsareas.ca

Remembering Those Who Taught Us to See -
2025 has reminded us—gently, and sometimes
painfully—that caring for trees is inseparable
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from caring for one another. The loss of Linda
Moskalyk, President of SOS Trees, was deeply
felt. Linda had a rare gift for helping people truly
see trees, not only through advocacy but through
her art, which revealed forests as living
communities rather than background scenery.
Her absence is keenly felt, yet her influence
continues to ripple through every conversation
about urban forests in Saskatoon.

Protecting the Living Canopy - We extend our
sincere thanks to SOS Trees for its steadfast
leadership in public education and awareness
around Dutch Elm Disease. Your successful
advocacy to eliminate elm wood disposal fees at
the Saskatoon landfill was more than a policy
change—it was an act of protection. Historically,
due to the dumping fees at the landfill, elm wood
too often ended up being illegally dumped in the
Afforestation areas, instead of the nearby landfill.
Safe free disposal at the landfill safeguards the
Afforestation areas.

Stewardship Taking Root - It has been deeply
heartening to witness stewardship moving from
vision to ground truth in the Richard St. Barbe
Baker Afforestation Area. Through the City of
Saskatoon’s Green Network Project and the
Natural Infrastructure Fund, a total investment of
$430,500—including a City contribution of
$195,600—has been directed toward ecological
restoration and long-term resilience in this living
forest. These investments affirm what many have
long known: afforestation areas are not marginal
lands, but essential natural infrastructure, quietly
working on behalf of climate, biodiversity, and
community well-being.

On the east side of the Area five new tree beds
now take root, welcoming approximately 1,800
native trees and shrubs across 2 hectares within
the broader 23-hectare landscape. A 940-metre
trail upgrade has done more than improve
accessibility—it has enabled watering trucks to
reach new plantings, ensuring that young trees
are not simply planted, but given a genuine
chance to thrive.


http://friendsareas.ca/

The species selected speak to both prairie
memory and future resilience. Native trees
planted in the fall include Manitoba maple,
trembling aspen, balsam poplar, chokecherry,
and bur oak, complemented by shrubs such as
Saskatoon berry,
wolf willow,
buffaloberry, prickly
wild rose, and red-
osier dogwood.
Together, they echo
the original intent of
the afforestation
areas: a woven
planting pattern
designed not as a
monoculture, but as
the beginnings of a
naturalized forest.

When the afforestation areas were established in
1972 just twelve tree species were planted —
carefully chosen for this early tree nursery,
hardy and drought resistant, yet limited by the
knowledge and practices of the time. Today,
through citizen science bioblitzes and the
attentive eyes of volunteers, over 52 species of
trees have now been documented, a quiet
testament to how the moist mixed grassland
ecosystem is reasserting itself. Each new species
recorded is a reminder that restoration is not
only something we do, but something we allow—
by making space, by observing, and by caring.

Chokecherry photo by K. Meeres
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In December, as snow settles gently on branches
old and new, the forest feels like a gift. Each walk
unfolds like a winter postcard, but beneath the
stillness lies momentum—roots extending, soil
healing, and a canopy slowly diversifying.
Stewardship, it seems, is no longer only a
promise. It is taking root.

When Local Work Meets the World - This year,
our work also reached far beyond city limits. We
are grateful to Frezer Yeheyis for enabling
accreditation  with the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and for
convening a four-part global webinar leading into
UNEA-7. This created the opportunity for two
grassroots representatives to travel to Africa and
participate in multilateral dialogue. For a small
environmental charity, it was a profound honour
to share Canadian perspectives —particularly on
the devastating spread of wild boar, where
decades of inaction have allowed an invasive
species to expand at breathtaking speed while
responses lag painfully behind. At UNEA-7, we
supported measures which included stricter
controls on animal importation and wildlife trade.
In many farming areas of Saskatchewan wild boar
are causing increasing damage to both crops and
woodlands. We are especially thankful to Dr.
Ryan Brook, at the U of S, and Wild Pigs
Canada https://www.wildpigs.ca/ for grounding
this work in evidence and science.

Humboldt Broncos Memorial Woodland - We
envision a place of learning, remembrance, and
renewal on old Highway 16 near Clavet. With
leadership from René Kreutzwieser, we are
advancing concept designs while awaiting
ecological assessments and public engagement to
create a living memorial of trees.

Planting for Life - As Richard St. Barbe Baker
believed, “Planting and growing increasing
quantities of trees is the scientific solution to
Earth’s environmental dilemma.” With partners
like SOS Trees, that solution feels not only
necessary—but possible.


https://webmail.sasktel.net/
https://www.wildpigs.ca/
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7’%&'{? Gl : SOS Elms Coalition Inc. Board of Directors
President: Madeline Berezowski 867-334-3860
Vice President: Tom Gode 639-480-6807
Treasurer: Cliff Speer 306-653-5693
Secretary: Rosanne Alain 306-222-9946
H ﬂl P :P \/l Communication: Caroline Dinter 306-241-0592

Member at Large: Dan Ronis 306-371-9285
Member at large: John Penner 306 290-8900

N GW Member at Large: Richard Kerbes 306-653-4209
Member at Large: Robin Adair 306-381-4379

\/@ﬁ l/, Member at Large: Josh Marko 306-262-1716
Member at Large: Olita Elia 639-384-3313
Member at Large: Kerry McNamara 306-371-4408
This newsletter edited by Richard Kerbes and Kathy
Meeres

SOS Trees new/renewal membership form:
1 $20.00 Annual membership per household N |
] $0.00 Student membership SOS TREES
[1'$____ Donation Co AEL;HIETSI/ ON
$  Total - (tax receipt will be mailed to you)

Money order or cheque enclosed
(Payable to SOS Trees Coalition)

'] Yes! | wish to help out as a volunteer Mail to:

SOS TREES Coalition
Name 1618 9™ Ave. N,
E-mail Saskatoon, SK
Address S7K 3A1
Postal Code Telephone
Date

If this is a renewal, please update your contact information if there have been any changes.

NOTE: To reduce mailing costs and paper consumption we send the newsletter by email. Those
with no email address will continue to get a paper copy in regular mail.
Our website: http://sostrees.ca/
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