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City proclaims Arbor Week 2021
Sustainability Speakers Series
Some Interesting Reading

City of Saskatoon proclaims Arbor Week May 28-June 6,
2021
Arbor Week 2021 will provide the opportunity for individuals and families to learn the how-tos
of planting trees, the benefits of trees and the joy of spending time in them.
SOS Trees Coalition applied for a proclamation for an Arbor Week with the City of Saskatoon.
The City has now officially proclaimed May 28th - June 6th ,2021 as 'Arbor Week'.
We have also applied to the province along with another organization for the same request.
Our theme for the 2021 Arbor Week is 'Resurgence'. This year's events through education will
better prepare families for tree planting and gain momentum for expanded community based
plantings of our urban forest in the future when the pandemic finally allows us to gather again.

We are planning a number of activities that are focused on this theme of 'Resurgence'. After
many months facing a pandemic, we feel this theme appropriately depicts renewal, hope, and a
“fresh start.” As we know trees can provide positive benefits on our mental and physical health.
Due to Covid, we’ve had to get creative with our planning to ensure that participants are safe.
SOS Trees Coalition is partnering with Meewasin Valley Authority, the City of Saskatoon, U of
S and a variety of community organizations. The Arbor Week committee has been working
diligently and are still recruiting additional partners and funders for our Arbor Week activities.
If you are interested please contact us at trees@sostrees.ca. Coming soon, watch for our Arbor
Week web page on the https://www.sostrees.ca/ website.

SOS Trees Coalition Tree Tour now online
The tree tour which has only been available in a printed booklet is now also available online at
https://www.sostrees.ca/treetour.html. Please share.

Sustainability Speakers Series:
The Sustainability Speakers Series is a monthly event hosted by the Saskatoon Public Library in
partnership with the Saskatchewan Environmental Society (SES). These environmentally themed
presentations are free for all to attend from the comfort of your own home (on Zoom). Talks,
including the Q+A portion, start at 7:00pm and end by 8:30 pm. Zoom links to the live webinars
are in the Library’s online Program Guide and its Program Calendar (saskatoonlibrary.ca) and
the SES website (environmentalsociety.ca).

Recordings of the presentations are posted on YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRUK7BHZUVfrHCxuJyBeO0IgjjeqBwseY).
These recordings also can be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/c/SaskatoonPublicLibrarystoonlibrary/playlists

FEBRUARY 16 / CULTIVATING GENETIC DIVERSITY FOR FOOD SECURITY
Dr. Axel Diederichsen (Plant Gene Resources of Canada, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada)
will explain the importance of maintaining the genetic diversity of cultivated plants and Cathy
Holtslander (National Farmers Union) will talk about farmer-led and public plant breeding for
keeping our food system resilient.
MARCH 23 / SASKATCHEWAN FORESTS AND NATURAL CLIMATE SOLUTIONS
Dr. Michael Fitzsimmons has worked for the protection of forests, grasslands, lakes and other
Saskatchewan ecosystems for over 30 years. He will outline the potential for conservation and
restoration of Saskatchewan forests to mitigate against climate breakdown.
APRIL 6 / PLASTICS: WE CAN’T RECYCLE OUR WAY OUT OF THIS
Joanne Fedyk, Executive Director of the Saskatchewan Waste Reduction Council, will give an
overview of plastic pollution and the efforts globally, nationally and locally to identify solutions.

Some interesting reading
The biggest trees capture the most carbon: Large trees dominate carbon storage in forests
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-11/f-tb110220.php
Tree Equity,
https://www.americanforests.org/our-work/tree-equity-score/
For a calendar of environmental activities visit:
https://www.ecofriendlysask.ca/p/event-calendar.html
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who
have an interest in trees in Saskatoon. Through sharing information we can all be more consistently
informed and therefore become better advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make
life so much more enjoyable. If you do not want to receive this newsletter or share your comments with
us regarding our publication please email me at trees@sostrees.ca . You can also follow us on Facebook
at SOS Trees Coalition https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition.
Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship
of Saskatoon’s urban forest. To become a member or supporter go to:
http://www.sostrees.ca/membership.html or you can mail directly to; 1618 9th Avenue North, Saskatoon,
SK S7K3A1. SOS Trees Coalition is a registered charity.

