
 

In this edition: 
Arbor Week 2021 - UPDATES 

Tree Workshop 

Victoria Ave. Bike Lane 

Optimist Park Action Needed 

 

Arbor Week  

May 28-June 6, 2021  
 

 

FREE Workshop Online - Urban Trees and Shrubs: Planting, their role in our 

landscapes and selection 
 

2-hour online class. Celebrate Arbor Day by planting a tree! Majestic elms and Manitoba maples once 

dominated our urban treescapes, but our choices have never been as great as they are today. Selected for their 

ease of maintenance and freedom from problems, these trees range from the diminutive and dainty 'Princess 

Kay' plum to the newer white to pink flowering crabapples: 

soft and slender evergreens such as sub

this class is sponsored by our Healthy Yards partner, the City of Saskatoon, the University 

College of Agriculture and Bioresources 

For details go to Urban Trees and Shrub

 

We are constantly updating the Arbor Week 2021

even just a small activity to celebrate trees send us the information and we will add it to the events on the web 

page.  Some examples of public events include;

● The Friends of the Forestry Farm self guide tour including trees and gardens

● Meewasin Park self guided tree tour by Wildernook

● Richard St. Barbe Baker Afforestation Area tree and history tour

● Check out the complete list of events at 

 

 

 

 Tree News 
                   May 3, 2021 

 

Urban Trees and Shrubs: Planting, their role in our 

hour online class. Celebrate Arbor Day by planting a tree! Majestic elms and Manitoba maples once 

ut our choices have never been as great as they are today. Selected for their 

ease of maintenance and freedom from problems, these trees range from the diminutive and dainty 'Princess 

Kay' plum to the newer white to pink flowering crabapples: oaks, lindens, mountain ash hackberry and maples; 

soft and slender evergreens such as sub-alpine fir and Swiss stone pine; and many more. Your free registration in 

this class is sponsored by our Healthy Yards partner, the City of Saskatoon, the University of Saskatchewan 

College of Agriculture and Bioresources Gardening workshops  and in collaboration with SOS Trees Coalition.  

Urban Trees and Shrub 

Arbor Week 2021 web page so check us out. If you are planning an event or 

just a small activity to celebrate trees send us the information and we will add it to the events on the web 

page.  Some examples of public events include; 

The Friends of the Forestry Farm self guide tour including trees and gardens 

ded tree tour by Wildernook 

Richard St. Barbe Baker Afforestation Area tree and history tour 

Check out the complete list of events at Arbor Week 2021 

Urban Trees and Shrubs: Planting, their role in our 

hour online class. Celebrate Arbor Day by planting a tree! Majestic elms and Manitoba maples once 

ut our choices have never been as great as they are today. Selected for their 

ease of maintenance and freedom from problems, these trees range from the diminutive and dainty 'Princess 

oaks, lindens, mountain ash hackberry and maples; 

alpine fir and Swiss stone pine; and many more. Your free registration in 

of Saskatchewan 

and in collaboration with SOS Trees Coalition.  

web page so check us out. If you are planning an event or 

just a small activity to celebrate trees send us the information and we will add it to the events on the web 

 



Special Thanks To Our Sponsors 
 

The City of Saskatoon, Healthy Yard Program 

B&B Tree Services 

Sask Power 

Porcupine Tree Services 

EcoFriendly Sask 

Joan Browne Memorial Fund 

Landscape Saskatchewan 

ISA Prairie Chapter 

 

 

   

 
 

Action Needed  
Optimist Park, One of the oldest and established parks in 

Saskatoon is under consideration as a site for a new 

consolidated school.  A park in the part of the city where 

few parks exist, a park that boasts 200 mature trees.  It 

appears short sighted to consider taking one of the few 

green spaces from a neighborhood where many people 

struggle with inequities.  If the current pandemic has taught 

us anything it is that we need green space, natural areas for 

our physical and mental health.  This should be a concern to 

everyone if it was your neighborhood park you wouldn’t 

stand for it.  Can you picture a school being built in Buena Vista Park or Ashworth Holmes? It would 

never happen.  Then why in Optimist park?   

 

Please take a minute and write or call your counsellor and tell them to vote no to putting a school in 

Optimist Park.  To reach your city councillor write today. 
 

Preserving the Elm Cathedrals 

Across Canadian Cities 
 
Last fall Dutch Elm Disease (DED) was again found in 

Saskatoon.  Saving our Elms  Is a good reminder of what we 

need to do to preserve our beautiful Elm canopy.   For 

more information on what to look for check out this City of 

Saskatoon DED Fact Sheet. 

 

Tree Stories 
SOS Trees Coalition is collecting “Tree Stories” about 

unique trees, or your experience with a particular 

tree.  Please email your submissions to 

trees@sostrees.ca, we will be publishing the stories in 

Tree News as we lead up to Arbor Week. 

 



 
 

 

Calendar 
For the most up to date Arbor Week schedule of activities go to Arbor Week 

 

For the most comprehensive listing of environmental events in the province check out. EcoFriendly Sask 

 

 

 



In the news 

 

 

Join SOS Trees Coalition Today
 SOS Trees Coalition is on the move, we have increased our efforts and effect with the City of Saskatoon to 

protect our trees.  Arbor Week will be our largest public education event in recent history.  We are already 

advocating for a major public tree planting initiative in 2022 and every member and donor is crucial as we build 

our coalition.  Please take a moment and sign up for your 

 

  

 

S Trees Coalition Today 
SOS Trees Coalition is on the move, we have increased our efforts and effect with the City of Saskatoon to 

protect our trees.  Arbor Week will be our largest public education event in recent history.  We are already 

a major public tree planting initiative in 2022 and every member and donor is crucial as we build 

our coalition.  Please take a moment and sign up for your Membership today.  Thank you! 

Victoria Av. Bike Lane   
 

SOS Trees Coalition submitted letter

options that did not require center median tree 

removal. Management recommended option 4 ( 0ver 

$6 million) which would require tree removal, the 

Transportation Committee recommended option 1 

$750,000) which would not remove the center media

trees.  City Council ultimately passed Option 4 an 

option that preserves parking for a few residents but 

will cost us 17 City trees and 8 times the price.

 

SOS Trees Coalition had recommended an option that 

would have been inexpensive and directly impact

parking in front of only one house.  If they had routed 

the bike lane around Buena Vista Park to Melrose Ave, 

they would not need to remove the center median, the 

trees, or the new curbs they put in last summer and 

saved millions of dollars.  

 

SOS Trees Coalition is on the move, we have increased our efforts and effect with the City of Saskatoon to 

protect our trees.  Arbor Week will be our largest public education event in recent history.  We are already 

a major public tree planting initiative in 2022 and every member and donor is crucial as we build 

 

 

SOS Trees Coalition submitted letters supporting 

options that did not require center median tree 

removal. Management recommended option 4 ( 0ver 

$6 million) which would require tree removal, the 

Transportation Committee recommended option 1 - 

$750,000) which would not remove the center median 

trees.  City Council ultimately passed Option 4 an 

option that preserves parking for a few residents but 

will cost us 17 City trees and 8 times the price. 

SOS Trees Coalition had recommended an option that 

would have been inexpensive and directly impacted 

parking in front of only one house.  If they had routed 

the bike lane around Buena Vista Park to Melrose Ave, 

they would not need to remove the center median, the 

trees, or the new curbs they put in last summer and 



……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

SOS Trees Coalition is pleased to offer this electronic newsletter to our members and supporters who have an 

interest in trees in Saskatoon.  Through sharing information we can all be more consistently informed and 

therefore become better advocates for our urban forest and the individual trees that make life so much more 

enjoyable.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter or to share your comments with us regarding our 

publication please email us at        SOS Trees .  You can also follow us on Facebook at SOS Trees Coalition 

https://www.facebook.com/SOSTreesCoalition. 

Membership and contributions to SOS Trees Coalition support the protection and fostering of stewardship of 

Saskatoons urban forest.  To become a member or supporter go to: membership or you can mail directly to;  

1618 9th Avenue North, Saskatoon, SK S7K3A1.  SOS Trees Coalition is a registered charity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


