SOS TREES

COALITION

Mayor Charlie Clark kicked off Arbor Week planting a crabapple at the Saskatoon Forestry Farm. The
tree was planted and a plaque was installed honoring the people who helped us get through the
pandemic.
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Starting Friday May 28th: In celebration of Arbor Week, Meewasin is hosting a self-guided tree-themed
Eco-Scavenger Hunt where participants can learn to identify and record their nature findings as citizen
scientists! Stop by the Beaver Creek Interpretive Centre to pick up your Eco-Scavenger Hunt card.
Participants are encouraged to report their sightings using the iNaturalist app or website. Collected data
will be used as part of Meewasin's monitoring framework to assist in Meewasin's stewardship efforts.
Build your nature knowledge and take part in the activity by visiting Beaver Creek during regular hours
(Wed. — Sun. from 10 am — 5 pm). Learn what you need to know before you go here.
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May 28th to June 6th: The QR Code Interpretive Walk is a guided audio nature walk which teaches the
audience about specific trees living in Saskatoon and what they contribute to our urban ecosystems.
The walk will feature six interpretive sites in Meewasin Park North. Start at the entrance of the park at
the intersection of Pinehouse Drive and Whiteswan Drive. They are in a small area and easily visible.
Fun for families and friends in small groups. This event created by Wildernook will be up for the entire
Arbor Week.
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This self-guided tour taken from the Janes Walk Tour focuses on the evergreen species in the park.
Arbor Week should be good timing to also enjoy the flowering apple trees in and around the Meditation
Gardens. On May 29th there will be volunteers in the gardens who can answer any questions about the
trees.
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Weekends - 12-5 pm. Black Fox Farm & Distillery was borne of a passion for agriculture and love of the
land. Trees are planted on our property nearly every spring and that is something to celebrate this
Arbor Week! For this special occasion, Maple Oaked Gin Old Fashioneds will be served on our patio
both weekends. Come enjoy the fresh air and tree themed cocktails while taking in the new spring
growth here on the farm. Reserve a spot on the patio here.
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Tuesday June 1st, 7-9 pm. "Urban Trees & Shrubs: Planting, their role in our landscapes & selection”
Free online webinar with Sara Williams co-sponsored by the University of Saskatchewan. Celebrate
Arbor Day by planting a tree! Majestic elms and Manitoba maples once dominated our urban
treescapes, But our choices have never been as great as they are today. Selected for their ease of
maintenance and freedom from problems, these trees range from the diminutive and dainty 'Princess
Kay' plum to the newer white to pink flowering crabapples: oaks, lindens, mountain ash hackberry and
maples; soft and slender evergreens such as sub-alpine fir and Swiss stone pine; and many more.
Thanks to the City of Saskatoon Healthy Yard Program for sponsoring this wonderful event. Register
here.
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Friday June 4th, 3-5 pm Chris Standing Community Connections Coordinator will be leading a guided
Native Plant walk & Scavenger Hunt at Wanuskewin Heritage Park to help promote and participate in
Arbor week.
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Saturday, June 5th, 9 am - 5 pm Friends of the Saskatoon Afforestation Areas will host a clean up at
the George Genereux Afforestation site. We are following great COVID protocols as recommended for
safety, while still looking after our amazing city park. There is lots of room for social distancing. After
signing in, COVID bubbles will be directed to different areas in the large greenspace with maps of
targeted areas which need attention. There are both large items and smaller trash to remove. It is wise
to come dressed for the weather - a hat, closed toe footwear, sunscreen, bug spray & water bottle,
canvas gloves, masks. We supply refreshments (i.e. water bottles, juice boxes, granola bars). There
will be on-site free facemasks, sanitizer, plastic gloves & trash bags. Free. Registration and more info
at Eventbrite.
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Saturday June 5th - 12-2 pm. Plein Air Painting - Bring along your supplies to paint the trees and sights
at Gabriel Dumont Park. Meet first at Hues Art Supply (1818 Lorne Ave) at 11:30 am to pick up
anything you need and to meet Jean Dudley, todays facilitator. We will head over to the park and set up
to draw some trees. Event will be canceled if weather is below 10 degrees C or if it's raining or
snowing.
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Saturday June 5th 2-4 pm. Saskatoon Cycles "Hot Drinks Outside' will meet in Meewasin Park straight
into the park where Pinehouse Drive meets Whiteswan Drive. Enjoy the camaraderie with other cyclists
and learn a little about trees through the Wildernook interpretive tour.
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Sunday, June 6th, 1-3 pm. We will view trees along the MVA trail and City Park neighbourhood.
Leader: Sara Bryson. This field trip is open to members and non-members. Register by emailing
Saskatoon Nature Society.
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Sunday June 6th 1-4 pm. This is a drop in come-and-go free program featuring a pop-up tree card
making activity. There is a free gallery space on the main level, The Connect Gallery, where there are
drawings of medicinal plants and trees by artist Clara Hume. Details at the Remai Modern website.

If you can't attend any of these events, think abou  t what you can do on your own to celebrate
trees. Go for a walk in your neighbourhood and enj oy the trees, plant a tree, tree art, sidewalk
chalk tree art, have a picnic undert he trees, or whatever else you can think of. Enjoy
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Thank You to Our Sponsors
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SaSl(aIOOIl Tree Service Powering our future”

Joan Browne
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The Chortitza Oak at Osler

In September of 1996, Hella Banman of Osler Sask, joined a guided Mennonite tour to Ukraine. On this
trip, she visited the famed Chortitza Oak Tree located where the Dnieper River cut two channels to form
the Island of Chortitza. Mennonites from Prussia settled there in 1789 in the larger municipality known
as Zaporizhia. Hella collected a few acorns, wrapped them up in a moist cloth, and took them back to
Osler where she lives. She took the acorns to Vic Krahn at Lakeshore Garden Center who sprouted the
acorns and nursed the seedlings. Two years later an oak seedling was planted in the yard of Osler
Mennonite Church.



When the Mennonites arrived in Chortitza from Poland in 1789, dee groota Aekjenboom (giant oak tree)
was almost 500 years old. However, long before their arrival, that oak had served as a meeting place
for the Cossacks who once lived in that region. Mennonites used this Aekjenboom as a location marker,
and as a place of shelter. According to the historian, N. J. Kroeker, its footprint was 2 acres in size. It
was more than 110 feet in height. It was once on the property owned by Gerhard Braun. Its diameter
was 20 feet. The tree finally died in 1998, just two years after Hella collected her acorns. At 700 years
of age, It was the oldest oak tree in Ukraine.

The Chortitza Oak Tree, according to Vic Krahn, is in fact an English Oak common in Europe and
described in Latin as Quercus robur. Its cousin is the Burr Oak which is native to Canada. Its official
name is Quercus macrocarpa. The tree at Osler is now 20 feet tall and is doing well. It is growing in
climate zone #3 whereas Chortitza is in climate zone #6. Will the tree survive in a colder climate with
less than half as much precipitation? It appears to be doing well. We have not yet been successful to
sprout any of its acorns. Can any readers suggest why?

Jake Buhler
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